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JtlO JVy as I grace with Thee fny opening lay^ 
How^ with what language^ Mary ! may I greet 
Thy matron ear^ that truths pure utterance meet 

Sound not like Flattery f In Ufes youthful day^ 
When to thy charms and virgin beauty bright 
I tun'd my numbers, Hope, enchantress fair. 

Trick' d a gay world mth colours steep' d in air^ 
And Suns that never set in envious night. 
Ah I since that joyous prime^ beloved Wife ! 

Years^ mix'd of good and ilU have oer us past : 
And I have seen^ at ttmes^ thy smile dercast 
With sadness Not the less my lot of life 

With Thee has been most blissful — Heavenly Peace ^ 
Thy guardian angeU Mary I luis beguitd 
My woe^ and sootKd my wayward fancy mid. 

Nor shall its soothing influence ever cease 
Thou present^ weal or woe^ as may^ betide ! 
Hail Wife and Mother ^ lovd beyond the Bride ! 

Fair-Mead Lodge, Epping Forest, 
July 17, 1806. 
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PART I. BOOK I. 



Y ET . . . if not fled for ever . . . ever fled. 
Celestial spirit of Poesy ! whose voice. 
Tempered to touch of prophet harps, redeemed 
The soul from sin^s dire thraldom ; yet, invoked. 
Gracious descend ; and to my fervent prayY 
Vouchsafe due inspiration while I strike. 
Venturous, the sacred lyre : and shape in song. 
Following the maze of frenzy's changeful moods. 
The troubled image of a mind distraught 
With guilt-avenging horror. 

Saul I sing. 
Smitten of God. 

Spake not the omnipotent word, 
When Israel, the redeemed, the chosen, past 
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On journey thro' the wilderness of Sin, 

Wonders and signs accompanying : by night 

A flame of fire, a pillar'd cloud by day : 

Spake not the omnipotent word ? ** Eternal war 

" With Amalek : the idolater came, and smote 

" The faint and feeble. War, eternal war, 

« To all his generations. I blot out 

" From under heav'n, I utterly blot out 

" The memory of Amalek. Swear ye ! 

** Swear, by my name, I am, when Israel rests 

«« Within yon realm, ye utterly destroy 

<« The Amalekite. '' — 

Jehovah long provok'd 
Had stay'd his outstretcht arm. 

Th' idolatrous race 
Corrupting all, like a contagious plague 
Spread, multiplying evil. Where the flesh 
Flam'd on their altar, went the savour up 
Of human sacrifice : their feast of blood 
Was banqueting of fiends : and all their paths 
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Polluted with iniquity. So earth 
Abhorr'd its generation. In due time, 
In fullness of th' oflFence, Jehovah call'd 
Th' anointed head, the chosen of the realm, 
Saul, in his terror arm'd, to execute 
Just vengeance on transgression, and uphold 
His glory. 

Saul rebellious, disobeyed 
Jehovah. Urg'd by lust of spoil, the King, 
In pride of pow'r, rejecting the Lord's word, 
And awful bidding of the Seer of God, 
Fear'd not to fly upon the prey, and seize 
Th' accursed thing : and from avenging death 
Shielded th' Amalekite, whose sword had made 
Many a woman childless. 

Fear, strange fear. 
On Israel's King fell temble. At times 
The hair of his flesh stood up, and all his bones 
Shook, while an image past before his face. 
Shapeless as that whereon the Temanite * 

• Job. 
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Ga^'d, yet discem'd not, when it stilly stood, 
The shadowy form. Anon, 't was poignant woe, 
Woe without name : yet, haply, not unknown 
Of those, who with the bitterness of grief 
O'er-wearied, roused from slumber, likest death, 
Feel in their heart deep agony, ere thought 
Has trac'd its cause, or sigh yet utterance found. 
And oft gay scenes of blissful days gone by. 
O'er Saul came troublous. Then, distinctly seen, 
A form accordant with each vision, rose 
Before him. Now the spectre shape put on 
Bright imagVy of one in bloom of years 
Just opening into manhood. On his brow 
Dwelt peace, dwelt innocence, dwelt gentle joy. 
Gay hope and youthful ardor brightly beam'd. 
Like sunshine, from the radiance of his eye 
Looking delight on all. That form was Saul : 
Saul beautiful, Saul guiltless, Saul belov'd, 
Unscepter'd yet, nor wearing other pomp 
Than youth's celestial graces. Such its shape. 
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But oh, what form of words, from earthly lip. 

May syllable its language ? Now raore gay 

Than trill of bird that calls the sunbeams up : 

Now, as the lute of pity, passing sweet : 

At times, as one in rage, with tongue of fire ; 

Still changeful as discordant passions mov'd. 

So strangely mutable th' .^lian wire 

Shapes to the wind its melodies, and breathes 

Wild voice, or sweet, or plaintive. Hark ! its sound, 

Its pastoral sound. And lo ! the vision takes 

Fair semblance of a shepherd, simply clad 

In weeds that Saul once wore, when o'er the heights 

Of Ephraira, or where Cedron's torrent rolls. 

He watch'd his father's flock. « Up 1 up [ come forth, 

" Come from thy couch of woe, and join my path. 

« Lo ! this thy reed. What other reed tlian thine 

" Can tune thy lay to spring .'' That lay, so lov'd, 

" That held thee ofl time lingering at late eve, 

" At twilight, when the kine wound slowly home 

" Without iheir guide. How hast tliou stilly paus'd, 
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^ And o'er the current bow'd, to catch firom £u 

^ Note after note, as less'ning echoes bore 

^ The soand adown the stream from rock to rock: 

** As if some shepherd lurk'd in every cave, 

*^ Whispering the cadence, as it died awaj. 

^ Up from thj conch of woe, and join mv path ; 

^ And I will wreathe thy fav'rite crook with flow'rs. 

^ Lo ! this thy crook, which from the flinty deft 

^^ Sprung wild, where many a gurgling streamlet fell. 

** Pleasant the spot wherein the sapling grew ; 

^^ And pleasant was the hour, when o er the rill 

«* Thy fancy shaped its pliant growth ; 'twas spring : 

^ Sweet came its fragrance from the vale beneath 

*^ Strow'd with fresh blossoms, shed from almond bow'rs. 

<< Still blooms the almond bow'r : the fragrance still 

^< Floats on the gale : still gush the crystal rills, 

^< And Cedron rolls its current musical. 

" Why droop'st thou here disconsolate and sad ? 

'< Look up I the glad hills cast the snow aside : 

" The rain is past, the fresh flow'rs paint the field : 
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^^ Each little bird calls to his answering mate ; 
<< The roes bound o'er the mountains. Haste away ! 
** Up from thy couch, and join ray gladsome path, 
<^ Where shepherds carol on the sunshine lawn ! 
*< I come, I come, fair angel/' Saul exclaims. 
" Give me my shepherd's weeds ... my pipe ... my crook ; 
<< Aid me to cast these cumbrous trappings off. 
" Yet stay ;" — but swifk at once the vision gone 
Mocks him, evanishing. Groans then, and sighs. 
And bitterness of anguish, such as felt 
Of him, who on Helvetia's heights, a boy, 
Sung to the Alpine lark ; and saw, beneath, 
Prone cataracts, and silver lakes, and vales 
Romantic : and now paces his night-watch. 
Hoar veteran, on the tented field. Not him. 
Fresh slaughter fuming on the plain ; not him 
The groan of death, familiar to his ear. 
Disquiet ; but if, haply heard, the breeze 
Bring from the distant mountain low of kine, 
With pipe of shepherd leading on his flock 
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To fold : oh then, on his remembrance rush 
Those days so sweet ; that roof, beneath the rock. 
Which cradled him when sweeping snow-storms burst : 
And those within, the peaceful household hearth. 
With all its innocent pleasures. Him, far oflp. 
Regret consumes, and inly-wasting grief. 
That knows no solace, till in life's last hour. 
When, o'er his gaze, in trance of bliss, once more 
Helvetia and her piny summits float. 

The shepherd's weeds are vanish'd : mute the pipe 
And pastoral song. Another image rose : 
Another, yet the same. Its stature tow'r'd 
Pre-eminent ; and on its portly mien, 
And princely gesture, dignity and awe 
Reign'd with attemperance sweet of native grace. 
It was a form, such as consenting realms 
Had hail'd, *« Be thou our King ! " That form was Saul, 
Yet beautiful, yet guiltless, yet belov'd. 
When first at Mizpah crown'd, his youth tow'r'd up 
Supreme ; and Israel, casting off her God, 
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Bow'd down before a mortal. Saul beheld : 

And as he gBLS^^f that memorable day^ 

Mizpah^ and all its pomp, before him swam 

In vision. Here, th' anointing prophet stood, 

The people there, prostrate beneath his throne. 

Again his ear with acclamatioBS rang. 

And his proud heart knew gladness. << Shout once more ! 

<< Shout yet once more, my people ! hail that youth ! 

<^ Oh realm I behold thy monarch : hail the King ! 

<< I, I am he, Saul crown'd on Israel's throne l" 



Thus, as he spake, a shapeless spectre dark 

Would tow'r before the throne, and touch, it seemed, 

That phantom King, and vanish ; and with him - 

So vanishing, the visions of delight, 

Mizpah, its pomp, and people, vanished all : 

All save the phantom King, whom sudden gloom 

Compassed, and soUtude, and silence drear. 

The hue of death now blanch'd his brow, and faint 

His faltering tongue. At whisper of that voice. 

Big tears would gush down Saul's distempered cheek. 
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«« Saul ! hear me/' '< Speak, oh speak r the King exclaim'cL 

«* Yet save me !'' And the spectre at his feet 

Sank mute, and o'er the kneeling phantom, Saul 

Hung motionless : nor other sound was heard 

Save that low voice, and loud at intervals 

The throbbing of Saul's bosom. And the voice 

Most piteous, ^< Yet look on me ; I am Saul. 

" Save me from bitterness of woe to come. 

«* Thy pray'r, a winged messenger, can mount 

«* Where angels kneel, and bring down peace from Heav'n. 

" Shield me from wrath to come. I am not now 

«* What once I was. Hear me, oh King ! Ere yet 

<< I wore the diadem, the gracious form 

*< Of one, the overshadowing angel of the Lord, 

<< Looked on me, as I slept : my earthly smile 

" Answered his heavenly. Never more that smile 

<< Shall on my lip be seen. I sat enthroned : 

« Man, as in worship, bow'd : their idol I. 

« I gaz'd, I glow'd, I gloried as a God. 

*^ That time the Prince of darkness stood before 
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<< My mortal sight, and on my forehead prest 

<< His seal ; and in my heart the fiend inbreathed 

^< That serves his state. Pride, who disdains to bow 

" To heavenly rule. I am not what I was, 

" Nor what shall be, if thy repentant tear 

^* Wash not this mark away.'" He spoke, and straight 

Took from his brovii the diadem, and show'd 

The form as of a hand of fire that fl£im'd. 

Saul wept no more ; but, tranced with hon*or, thrice 

Smote his own forehead, and at every blow 

Felt on his brow the hand that flam'd with fire. 

" Fiend I'' Saul exclaimed, 

" Hence to thy native hell, 
^< In all thy native loathsomeness V And Saul 
Smote at the phantom, and its figure changed 
Beneath him, as he smote : and shape assumed 
Scarce horrid less than demon. Twas the form 
Of one, in age, from torturing dream of hell 
Upris'n, who, fixt in attitude of fear, 
Beholds with stony eye, that may not close. 
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The fiend that rous'd the tempest of his brain. 
And that fear-fixed man, by fiends beset. 
Was Saul, his very self; and front to front. 
The maniac, and that image of himself 
Stood near, and mock'd each other, in their fears 
Wild-gibbering. 

Such the trouble of thy soul, 
O conscience*striken Saul ! 

Round Israel's King 
Watch'd Jonathan and Abner.. Moon on moon 
Had wax'd and wan'd, but never to his woe 
Brought peace. ^< No more in solitude obscure 
(The monarch sternly cry'd), no more shall Saul 
«* Consume away, remembered not, and die 
<^ Inglorious. Israel's light not yet is quench'd 
^< In darkness, and the shadow of the grave. 
<< My arm shall wield the falchion : on my word, 
<< Fit arbiter, shall right and wrong depend. 
<< Th' uncircumcis'd rejoice. Gath s insolent shout 
<< Deems Saul, yet living, numbered with the dead. 
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** Israel ! avenge. Again your King in arms 

<^ Shall lead the battle forth. Abner ! unsheath 

" The sword. And thou ! the first-born of my strength ! 

" In Ramah seek the Prophet ! Speed, my Son ! 

<< Me, me he hath abandoned. Fits it Kings 

" To sue ? Say, Saul commands. Ye I bid the Priests 

^^ Proclaim a solemn fast, a seven-day's fast, 

•* A gathering of the people round their King.** 

The trumpet blew from Gibeah : ^^ Hear, oh realm ! 
" A fast : a seven-day's fast : throughout the Tribes 
" Make pure the congregation. Bow ye down 
" Before the Lord ; so may his outstrecht arm 
« Be stayed, and the deep terror of his wrath 
" Cease from SauFs troubled brow." 

The Tribes came up : 
The Nation bow'd submissive. But their King, 
In lonely gloom, like a proud steed untam'd. 
Whose fiery strength bleeds on the iron bit 
That curbs his rage, against the might of God 
Strove, and more heavily the wrath divine 
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O'erpower'd him, and that terror unappeas'd. 
Thus all was woe at Gibeah. Day by day. 
On, in slow pomp, the sad procession past : 
Levites and Elders, Chieftains and their hosts. 
The freeman and the bondslave. Day by day. 
Vain and unblest solemnity. The blood 
That on the altar largely futn'd, rich clouds 
Of incense, the pale lip that knew not food 
Till the slow sun declined, the brow bow'd down 
In silence, and the lifting up of hands 
In fervent supplication, all alike 
Vain and unblest solemnity. The rites 
Now ceas'd. The King came forth : the monarch came 
Indignant. Not in weeds of woe arra/d. 
Before the altar of offended Heaven 
The Sinner bow'd. Mid slaves that serve the nod. 
Mid pomp, and glitter of upUfted spears, 
Thron'd under canopy, in sovereign state. 
Proud Saul exalted sat. Before him, wept 
The Elders ; nor the voice of mourning ceas'd 
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At sight of him their ruler. None cried « Hail \" 

Long in mute wrath Saul roU'd his eye of flame 

On all around ; then, as in trance of woe, 

Not otherwise than one inspired, exclaimed, 

" Mourn,Israel! mourn : thine, thine th' offence ! Your King 

" Is doom'd to bear the punishment 1'* He spake. 

And all unweetingly his spirit past 

Prophetic forth, and told of times unborn. 

Still awe around the throne ; but on each side. 

Far as the eye could reach, like refluent waves 

That clave beneath the Prophet's rod, the Tribes 

Fell back, and loud the shout of gladness rose ; 

" Hail to thee, Man of God ! hail. Father, Judge, 

" Deliverer !*' From his throne the King, o'eraw'd. 

Advanced in sign of reverence, as the Seer 

Drew nigh ; a mighty Prophet, blest of God; 

A venerable man, who had» outlived 

Many a generation. Hoac with age 

His unshorn hair, and white as snowy flake 

The beard that swept his breast ; yet firm his foot 

D 
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Stept without staff; and his dark eye, undimm^d. 
Shot forth celestial fire, that gave each word 
Strange force, and sent its meaning to the heart 
Thus Samuel came before the throne of Saul, 
And gathering up his mantle, stood in act 
To speak. The King impatient, " Bring'st thou, Seer, 
" Bring'st thou relief, blest Seer ?^ But, ere reply : 
" How shall the Lord be recompensed ? what gifts ; 
^* What sacrifice ? the realm shall send from far 
*^ Choice firstlings, flocks and herds ; from mom till eve 
" Perpetual incense reach high Heaven ; and thou, 
<^ Prophet I and all thy house, stand grac'd before 
•* The throne of Israel/' 

« To obey, oh King ! 
" Is better far than sacrifice. Obey/' 

Rage gathered on Saul's brow. " Thou read st the heart, 
" Prophet I Thou know'st the trouble of my brain. 
" Com'st thou to mock thy Ruler ? Hence I — Yet — stay. 
" Art thou a Man of God ? give proof: stretch forth 
" Thy arm, and say before the Tribes, Be heaFd ! 
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<< And I shall be restored : and thou shall stand 

" Next to the King in honour/— Samuel clasp'd 

His hands, nor word spake audible ; but tears 

Gush'd from him, as his eloquent eye, upraised, 

Held conference with God. That time, a Chief, 

Rushed in. ^^The nation calls on thee, oh King I 

" The Philistines are gathered ; their array 

« Pitches at Ephis-dammin/" — Saul uprose. 

And on the ground, in wrath, his sceptre hurl'd. 

A ministrant Priest, before him, at command. 

Clave in twelve parts a steer ; to every tribe 

A part ; and as beneath his steel, the flesh 

Bled, quivering ; " So," Saul cried, " that traitor's Umbs 

" Be scattered, quivering, to the fowls of Heav'n, 

** And dogs, a prey ; who, when I lead the van, 

• 

^< Speeds not in arms. To Ephis-dammin haste ! 
<< My spear shall turn the battle : Saul's right hand 
« Th' avenger !*'— 

" Thou th' avenger V Samuel cried, 
" Whom God forsakes. — Stay ! of the Lord enquire. 
<^ If otherwise • • • hear Israel ; witness all ! 
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«« A vengeance, of the former days unseen ! 
" Nor shall the eye of unborn ages view 
<< Its hkeness. Israel shall behold, and groan ; 
« Th' uncircumcis'd shall view it, and rejoice. 
" Witness, thou vale of Elah ! witness, thou 
" Son of the giants, tow'ring in thy strength ! 
** Lo, ere the battle joins, the man of Gath, 
^^ Mid either host, the challenger, stalks forth 
" Alone. Saul, Saul, thy warriors halt th' array. 
" Hark, his defiance of the living God. 
" Israel is fled at thunder of his voice ; 
" Her chosen, at the shaking of his spear, 
« All vanished." 

<< Saul shall slay him in his strength. 
" Bring me my sword and buckler. I go forth. 
** The King shall battle in his realm's defence. 
" The giants, and the race of Anac, yet 

Cry in their dreams, th' avenger Saul draws near. 

Edom and Zoba's kings still dwell on Saul. 
" If Israel see that shame, if fly her sons, 
<< One, one pursuing, perish Saul, self-slain. 
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" Peirc'd by this sword \" 

He spake, and from the throne 
Wrathfiilly rush'd. The Seer advancing, stretched 
His arm before the Monarch ; " Stay ! I hear 
" The groan of death. I see each ghastly corse. 
" Thy sons around thee fall : thy armies fly 
** Their chief, and call the mountains to their aid. 
" Self-pierc'd, thou bleed'st on bleak Gilboa's brow. 
" Give back the spear and buckler ; lo ! they hang, 
" A gaze and consecration, o'er the shrine 
" Of Ashtaroth. . . . thy limbs . . • I view them, fixt 
" On Betb-shan, with unsightly wounds defird. 
" Stay, Monarch 1 never more my mortal eye 
<< May gaze on thine. But Saul ! ... we meet again, 
<« Thou, who pollut'st the Sabbath of the tomb, 
" Meet, front to front, the living and the dead. 
" Then \" — But Saul rush'd in fury forth, and shook 
His javelin o'er the Prophet, as he past. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Proem^^Description of the Armies at Ephis-dammin. — Abner exhorts the Hebrews. 
— Saul joins his Host.— -Israel defied^ and put to flight by Goliab, 
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Tain would I turn my destined path, awhile. 
From tumult) and contention of fierce foes 
In arms, and Canaan's realm clanging beneath 
Th' array of battle. Other scenes delight 
Me more, and draw my willing spirit forth, 
In shadow, and faint imagery of song, 
Accompanying, celestial Muse ! thy course 
Where Siloim's fountains flow : to seek some spot 
Yet unprofan'd, where the meek Hermit chants 
His orisons, and, heard at twilight, breathes 
The hymn of peace ; more grateful to the bard. 
Than war's loud paean, or triumphant shouts 
That echo o'er the dying. Yet, awhile, 

£ 
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On Sion, or lone Carmers height, repose 
My brow, and to my wistful gaze unfold, 
Rude tho' the realm and desolate, the waste 
Whose champaigns wild the pastoral times recal 
Primeval ; when the Patriarch, firm of faith. 
Past from Chaldaean Ur thro' lands unknown, 
A sojourner, and pitch'd his tent, the flock 
And herd beside, where'er green valley gave 
Fresh pasture, or cool well the noon-^thirst slak'd : 
And lead me, deeply musing, to each mount. 
And high hill top, where patriarch fires sent up 
The flame of sacrifice, and angel guests 
AUghted, and Jehovah not disdained 
Familiar converse with the sons of earth. 

Ah I consecrated haunts ! pure scenes of peace. 
Farewell ! dire strife and contest claim the song^ 

To Ephis-dammin haste : the trump of war 
Resounds, and either host for battle arm'd. 

Rang'd on near heights, army 'gainst army camps : 
The centinels in nightly watch, on round. 
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Hear each the other's challenge. Elah spreads 

Her vale between : £lah» erewhile renowned 

For flocks and prosperous herds. These all are fled. 

And Elah spreads her loneliness, large space 

Presenting, and fit theatre for fight, 

Where lance threats lance, and chariot chariot dares, 

In equal combat : when no thought of flight. 

Of mercy none, nor wile of war avails. 

But mortal conflict, victory or death. 

The regions round had heard ; from coast to coast. 
From land to land, 'twas bruited forth, that God, 
The God of Israel, had abandoned Saul. 
Twas widely voic'd ; and all the regions round 
Their numbers leagued. 

Proud Cushan foremost ranged 
The heathen battle. From the eastern realm 
Far-fam'd, a blooming paradise, whose bounds 
Euphrates and swift Tigris compass round. 
Young Cushan led his vaunting warriors forth. 
His host, thrice twenty thousand ; youths of choice, 
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From childhood with their royal leader train'd. 

Part, heavy-maiFd, whose strength from mom till night 

Bristling the front of battle, forward stretch'd 

Impenetrable rank of serried spears. 

Part, lightly accoutred, at fardistance, sped 

Death, show'r of arrowy flight. Not Israel's wealth 

Him tempted, nor fair heritage. Renown 

Fir'd, and the glory of his sire of old. 

The might of Repheshaim : who, in arms. 

First of the neighboring monarchs, Israel gall'd 

Beneath sore servitude. Thus Cushan vow'd. 

Presumptuous. 

Moab next, not less in force. 
Advanced. With him, the war-train'd Ammonite, 
A kindred race. Each nation, of his loins 
Sprung, who, when all the land in outstretch lay 
Beneath him, free to choose, with herds o'erspread 
The champaign : joyful, thence, forewam'd to 'scape 
Timely to Zoar, when Heaven's storm of fire 
Burnt up the freshness of the plain ; and turn'd 
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Green Siddim^ and her populous states^ to dank 
And dead corruption. So Lot 'scap'd with life ; 
His race of birth incestuous, Yet of Heav'n 
(For mightily their father's faith avaiFd) 
Not disavowed ; and fair their heritage 
Long held among the nations. For their sake, - 
Jehovah, in old days, when Siddim rang 
With war of kings, by Chederldmer's sword, 
Drave from the free possession of the plain 
The Emims, Anac's offspring. For their sake, 
Jehovah bad the Israelites, on march 
To Canaan, to possess it, when his fear 
Before them went, around their borders, fetch 
Due compass ; nor disturb them in the realm 
Their peaceful dwelling. Of their former land. 
Them, reft in their iniquity, the strength 
Of Sihon had despoil'd. So age on age 
Past by. Yet not the less their fond desire 
Clave to fair Jordan's fertile plain, and streams 
Whose fresh springs never fail'd. Aloud their threat 
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Burst forth. — ^^ Perfidious Israel ! fly our wrath : 

** Forget not Eglon's power, our king, who seiz'd 

** Your city of Palms. Restore the land, usurped 

" Of Dan ; the goodly region, where our sires 

« Reign'd, when the race of Abraham groan'd beneath 

" Stem Pharaoh's yoke. Reuben now counts her flock 

*• Where once we sheered our fleeces. And our herds 

" Claim fitter soil to fatten their encrease. 

<^ Westward, the salt-sea bounds us. Edom, south, 

<^ A barren limit ; and Arabia, east, 

" Mocks the far prospect with wide waste of sand. 

" Cer Araon we must pass, and re-possess 

** Our father's realm.'* 

Next, Eastern Midian sent 
Her prime, full fifty thousand. Yet her sons 
Spake of proud victory, when, o'er Israel's realm. 
Ere Zeba's and Zalmunna's hapless end. 
Their cattle, and innumerous camels, drain'd 
The brooks, and bar'd the pastures. Yet they show'd 
The caves and hollow dens, whence the deep cry 
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Rose of the groaning Hebrew. Their demand 
Claim'd annual tribute, tribute of fine gold. 
By weight full fifty talents. So redeem'd, 
Midian now wills that Israel till in peace 
Her land, and cf her labour taste th' increase. 

Far otherwise his voice, the king, whose word 
Gave rule at Hazor. Him revenge inflam'd. 
And deadly hatred. Far beyond the bound 
Of Hamah, north, the double founts beyond 
That freshen Jordan with perpetual flow. 
His numbers swell'd. In iron chariots, part 
Rush'd on : and part, on foot, whose ponderous blow 
Levell'd with battle-axe the front of war. 
« Peace, never more (the monarch sternly vow'd); 
" No more shall peace cleanse the avenging sword 
" Of blood, nor cease the twanging of the bow : 
" If Israel fail to drive the Kenite forth, 
'* Hoar head, and suckling, a devoted race, 
" Bond-slaves at Hazor's nod. So may the shade 
" Of Jabin rest, and Sisera, in the gloom 
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" Of Hades, yet again know sense of joy/' 

Last, thronging to the trumpet's call, from coast, 
And inland region, fortress, and fenc'd height. 
The Philistines, a countless host, beneath 
Stern Achish, Gath's crown'd lord. Nor him the plain 
Of Eben-ezer, yet with rout defac'd. 
Nor batter'd Dagon, who, twice prostrate, bow'd 
Subservient to the captive Ark of God, 
Warning, dismayed. Moloch, fell demon, heard 
His vow, and the stem breathing of his wrath, 
<< Israel shall groan, her fenced tow'rs in dust, 
" Her jieople captive/' 

Such the numbers, bold 
In league of battle. 

In her strength, alone, 
Stood Israel. At the trumpet's call, advanc'd 
Her brave defenders. From their rest, the tribes 
Issu'd in arms, exultant, as the might 
Of Abner, war-renown'd, ere Saul's approach 
llie multitude array'd. Each Tribe apart : 
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Twelve these : from one, their common father^ sprung, 

Israel. Each family and house distinct. 

Under its head and chief* Then, Tribe with Tribe 

United, triple order, in itself 

A separate army, under separate rule 

And ensign of authority. The whole 

Rang'd fourfold : to each quartered front of Heav'n, 

Each its strict post determined. One o'er all. 

The King supreme. Thus Abner, under Saul, 

Marshals the camp and battle ; and thereto 

Adds words, not powerless, to infuse throughout 

Fresh vigour to the force of men in arms : 

The fire of emulation, and deep dread 

Of shame, that, more than league of battle, rouse 

The spirit to high daring. 

** Lo ! yon host, 
«< Mighty in numbers. Bold their chieftains, skill'd 
^ In perilous war. Yet, Israel ! undismay'd^ 
<^ Confront them. Bear in mind your past renown, 
«« And martial prowess. Hear ye. Tribes ! of me. 
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^< Now, as I range the multitude drawn out 

^^ Ere battle, each, his great forefather's deeds : 

" Whose heirs ye are ; not of their wealth alone, 

" The cattle, and the birth-right of the field, 

^< That flourishes and fades ; but heirs of fame, 

•* And birth-right of that glory, which descends 

<< From sire to son, age after age, and spreads 

" Its lustre, like the brightness of yon orb 

^^ On all beneath. But not in man, our trust : 

" Jehovah, our deliverer, Jacob's God, 

^^ Our strength ; beneath whose banner^ Israel speeds 

" To victory/' Abner dpake, and rais'd aloft 

Brave Judah's lion-ensign. Loud acclaim 

Burst forth, and exultation. " Glory on high ! 

" Glory to God, our Lord, the Lord of Hosts, 

^* Jehovah !" and the mountains echoed back 

Jehovah ; and the vale replied afar. 

Then Abner, silencing the shout, by sign 
Bad Judah's Tribe advance. Forth from the throng 
Each rang'd in order stood. The chieftain rais'd 
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His voice. " Behold thy station. Here be found 

" Where morn's first radiance on this banner beams, 

" Fixt in thy strength. Judah ! thou lion's whelp, 

" When doubt and terror, Joshua now no more, 

" Fell on our host, what answer Israel cheer'd ? 

« « Go Judah, forth ;' ye went, and victory crown'd 

<< Your standard. In their offspring hail their sires: 

" Hail OthnieFs race, whom Kiriath-Sepher served, 

" Her conqueror. Hail the seed, right heirs of him, 

<< Caleb, who, sole, save Joshua, of our land 

" Brought faithful record. The unrighteous race, 

" Coeval generation, perish'd all, 

«< Each murmurer in the wilderness laid mute ; 

*< But nor long wandering, nor sore weight of years, 

*< Relaxed the vigour of his arm, or dimm'd 

« His eye-sight. Witness ! Arba's ancient seat, 

*< Hebron ! Thou viewed st him when his strength drave out 

" The Anakims, that like the Cedars tow'rd, 

<< Sheshdi, Ahiman, and Talmai's bulk. 

^ Brave chiefs I on you the glorious onset rests : 
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<< Advance, and lead our battle 1 

Abner spake : 
And 00 the right of shouting Judah, rang'd 
The strength of Issachar. 

" Princes ] attend. 
" And je of Tola's race 1 beneath whose rule 
** Peace long on Israel rested. So again 
" Peace, with delightful song, shall lead your steps^ 
" To linger, where the dew of Hermon drops 
** Luxuriance on the laughing fields beneath ; 
" Or mid Engennim's flowVy meads, or brooks 
*' That gush from Tabor ; if, forgetful not 
" Of fornjer fame, ye come, their rightful heirs 
" Who joined the fight, when Sisera pour d down 
** The war from Harosheth. Your sires beheld 
^< His chariots, like dark clouds, before the wind 
<< Gathering their speed. Meanwhile, at rest beneath 
" Her palm-tree shade, the Prophetess foresaw 
" The slaughter ended, ere the foe unsheathed 
" The sword, or Jabin's fugitive leader fell. 
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<* Not m the van of war, or by the strength 

<< Of man, in battle ; but beneath thy hand, 

« Blest woman ! at whose feet the warrior bow'd, 

" And where he bow'd, lay dead. Raise then once more 

" The song of triumph, to whose choral close, 

^< Kishon, that ancient river, swelFd its flood, 

<< Impatient, and swept off the remnant host, 

" The hoofs of whose proud war-steeds brake beneath 

" Their prancings.'' 

And the sons of Leah rais'd 
The song. 

" Ye, too ! whose strength keeps battle rank, 
" On Judah^s left ! Princes, and chiefs renown'd 
« Of Zebulon ! With those of Elon's race, 
" Whose word was wisdom, take ye up the strain 
" Of Deborah, and brave Abinoam's heir ; 
" For not in ships, nor in their haven's pride, 
" Your sires repos'd, nor stay'd mid CarmeFs woods, 
*« Peaceably listening to the pipe of birds, 
^< When the Kings came and fought. So, issue forth 
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** Warriors ! and emulate your sire's renown I 

He spake ; and fronting the mid sun, exclaimM, 
" Tribe ! first-bom of our father's strength, advance \ 
" This station, thine. Forget not thou the plain, 
•* Reuben, wherein thy portion lies; a landy 
"By Emims in their pride of old, possest : 
" The pleasant plain of Moab, and green slopes 
" Where Sibmah spreads her clusters. Tell thy sons 
" Heshbon is ours, where mighty Sihon reign'd^ 
" The Ammorite ; and point ye singly out 
" Bamoth, the field of Zophim, and the top 
Of Peor ; and proclaim, there flam'd the fire 
Of sacrifice, when Ziphor's oflfepring drew 
" The seer from Aram, whose hir'd curse, each time, 
" Became a blessing. There the Prophet heard 
God speak ; and in the vision of the Lord, 
Saw, but not nigh, a star that shall come out 
" Of Jacob, and a sceptre that shall rise 
" From Israel. Thus advance ; and in the might 
" Of God, our Lord, cry ye before the host^ 
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<< Nor charm nor divination aught avail 
^< Against the power of Israel. 

Ye, too, 
<< That on the right of Reuben's battle, guard 
« Her strength with spear and buckler : chiefs of Gad : 
** Before whose sires the might of Bashan bow'd, 
" Attend ! for your delightful lot sends up 
" Maternal voice, that nerves the warrior's arm 
'< In conflict. It reminds you of rich fields, 
<< Of herds that know their guides, perpetual streams, 
^< Jabbok and Arnon, and the western bound 
<< Of silver Jordan ; and delicious airs 
" Vernal, that over Jabesh-Gilead waft, 
^< From balsam mountains, odoriferous scents, 
<< Sought of far realms. Advance, and quell the foe V 
Gad's answering shout re-echoed. 

Abner, now. 
On Reuben's left, brave Simeon's Tribe addrest : 
*< Offspring of warriors ; whom crown'd Arad knew, 
^< Whom Gaza, Ascalon, and Ekron serv*d. 
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" With all their coasts! are ye prepared to yield 

" Gerar, your birth-right, up ? That prodigal soil^ 

" Which renders back the sower, where he casts 

•* Each seed, an hundred fold ? Will ye resign 

" The wells, where Patriarchs met in solemn league, 

" As chief with chief, with mighty kings of yore ? 

<^ Is Beer-shebah unwitnessed ? Have the names 

^^ Of £sek, Sitnah, and Rabohoth lost 

" Their reverence?' and that hallo w'd well, nigh whicb^ 

^ At even-tide, in meditation, stood 

^< Isaac, and from her camel, saw alight 

" ITie beauteous Virgin veil'd ; who, at his suit 

^ Came freely from far lands, and hail'd him. Lord, 

^ From whom our father, Israel ?" 

** Perish first 



** Our Tribe !" bold Simeon answered. 



Abner now 



Thus Ephraim hail'd : 

^ Against the western skies 
♦♦ Thy banner fix, emblem of strength 1 thy lot 
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« Most holy. On thy border Shiloh rests : 

<< In midst of tbeet the blessing and the curse : 

" Here £bal, there Gerizim. By His bones 

<< Whom Egypt abd the dbiefs of Pharaoh serv'd, 

<< Now in possession of his father's fields 

" Purchased of Hamor I by that glorious chief, 

<* Who sleeps at Timnath-serah, where he dwelt, 

^ By gift, not lot, his portion ; by that stone 

^< Beneath hoar Schechem's oak, which heard the voice 

" Of answering Israel, when each freely chose, 

<< Each in his. promise fixt, our Lord for God: 

<< Ephraim, remember these, nor spi^re the foe/' 

He spake, and on their right, Manasseh joined 
Her sons from each side Jordan. At their head 
Abner exclaimed : ^< Chiefs ! hear ye not from me, 
<< Tho' goodly their increase, of flocks, that seem 
^< Like snow upon the hills, or droves that lick 
<< The fat of Bashan : or fixt strength of tow'rs 
" That awe th' invading Syrian. But I bid 
<< The race, whom high Amana, eastward, bounds. 
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" Remember their brave ancestry of yore, 

*< The Gileadite, the mighty man of war, 

" The sword of Jepthah, and the Ammonite^ 

" Who fled its edge. And ye, whom Ocean bounds, 

^* Brood of Jehoptahad, shout forth in fight, 

" * The sword of God and Gideon/ '' 

Israel heard : 
Nor ceasM throughout the host. Tribe answering Tribe, 
•« «The sword of God and Gideon V'' 

Abner past 
On Ephraim's left, and Benjamin addrest : 
** Are there who <loubt of victory ? Ye, whose eye 
" Has witnessed Ebenezer ; or whose way 
" Has past along Beth-horon. There the voice, 
" Voice of a mortal, to the noon-day sun 
<< Spake, < Stand thou still on Gibeon. And thou, Moon I 
<* Rest in the vale of Ajalon !' The sun 
*^ Stay'd ; and at bidding of man's word, the moon 
" Forgot her setting/' 

Abner spake, and wav'd 
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Aloft Dan's eagle-banner ; and array'd, 

Each side, brave Tribes that northward pitch'd, and led 

The rear of war. Here Asher, underneath 

Whose tread brass rang, and iron ; there the sons 

Of Napthali, who culFd at will their feasts, 

Of all that earth pours to the summer sun, 

Luxuriant. 

Cease of these • • . Hark ! hark I the clash 
Of cymbals: mighty deeds must pass untold. 
Wars, and adventurous emprize. Chiefly thine. 
Oh Danite ! of the womb long barren sprung. 
The wife of Manoalu Who has not heard 
Of strength surpassing mortal, whose encrease 
Grew with th' unrazored ringlets ? All can tell 
Of Gaza's gates ; and how, when Sampson fac'd 
The Philistines, and heard their triumph-shout, 
His bands became like flax in furnace heat : 
And the sole weapon, that before him lay. 
The jaw-bone, in his sweep of vengeance, seem'd 
The scythe of deaths that mow'd their numbers down. 
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Cease we of these. — Hark ! hark ! the clash and cl&iig 
Of shaken cymbals cadencing the pace 
Of martial movement regular : the swell 
Sonorous, of the brazen trump of waf : - 
Shrill twang of harps, sooth'd by melodious chime 
Of beat on silver bars : and sweet, in pause 
Of harsher instrument, continuous flow 
Of breath, through flutes, in symphony with song, 
Choirs, whose matched voices fiU'd the air afar 
With jubilee, and chant of triumph hymn : 
And ever and anon irregular burst 
Of loudest acclamation, to each host 
Saul's stately advance proclaimed. Before Him, youths 
In robes succinct for swiftness : oft they struck 
Their staves against the ground, akid wam'd the throng 
Backward to distant homage. Next, his strengtilb * 
Of chariots rolFd, with each an armed band ; 
Earth groan'd afar beneath their iron wheels : 
Part arnk'd with scythe for battle, part, adora'd 
For triumph. Nor there wanting a led train 
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Of steeds in rich caparison, for show 

Of solemn entry. Round about the King, 

Warriors, his watch and ward, from every Tribe 

Drawn out. Of these a thousand, each selects. 

Of size and comeUness above their pters. 

Pride of their race. Radiant their armour : some 

In silver cas'd, scale over scale, that play'd 

All pliant to the litheness of the limb : 

Some, mail'd in twisted gold, link within link 

Flexibly ring'd and fitted, that the eye 

Beneath the yielding panoply pursued. 

When act of war the strength of man provoked. 

The motion of the muscles, as they work'd 

In rise and fall. On each left thigh a sword 

Swung in the broider'd baldric : each right hand 

Grasp'd a long-shadowing spear. Like them, their chiefs 

Array 'd ; save on their shields of solid ore, 

And on their helm, the graver's toil had wrought 

Its subtlety in rich device of war : 

And o'er their mail, a robe, Punicean dye. 
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Gracefully play'd : where the wing'd shuttle, shot 
By cunning of Sidonian virgins, wove 
Broidure of many-colour d figures rare. 

Bright glow'd the sun, and bright the bumish'd mail 
Of thousands, ranged, whose pace to song kept time ; 
And bright the glare of spears, and gleam of crests. 
And flaunt of banners flashing to and fro 
The noon-day beam. Beneath their coming, earth 
Wide glitterd. Seen afar, amidst the pomp. 
Gorgeously mail'd, but more by pride of port 
Known, and superiour stature, than rich trim 
Of war and regal ornament, the King, 
Thron'd in triumphal car, with trophies graced. 
Stood eminent. The lifting of his lance 
Shone like a sun-beam. O'er his armour flow'd 
A robe, imperial mantle, thickly starr'd 
With blaze of orient gems : the clasp that bound 
Its gather'd folds his ample chest athwart, 
Sapphire ; and o'er his casque, where rubies burnt, 
A Cherub flam'd, and wav'd his wings in gold. 
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Chiefs of renown, from every band in arms 
Which compassed him around, each side his car 
Their banners wav'd. Thus, under painted shade 
Of floating canopy, the Monarch mov'd. 
Magnificent. On near advance, at once 
The trumpet of each Tribe blew loud and long : 
And Judah's host, from right and left, fell back 
Wide space, through which, with all his numbers, Saul 
Past on, — and, midst the camp, that closed its ranks, 
Took central station: station, where the Ark 
Of God, and Israel's strength, once wont abide. 
There Saul stood crown'd, and the vain shout of man 
Mock'd him with gratulation. Fell reverse 
Impends ! Ere yet the echo of their shout 
Had ceas'd its clamour ; while the heart of Saul 
Sweird high with triumph I to confound his pride^ 
And tame the insolence of earth, came forth, 
A herald from the adverse host, and claimed 
Free parley. Bold his look : his gesture breath'd 
Defiance. At his sight, indignant Saul 
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Exclaimed : " Fly, fly my wrath ; the sword of war 

Demands the spoil/' Then, in swift change of thought, 

Bennaiah caird. ^' Bennaiah ! bid yon host 

" Implore SauFs mercy ; else, ere sets the sun, 

" The satiate vulture feasts in blood. Speed forth !*' 

Then, looking on the Herald, scornful said, 
'^ Free grace hast thou. As fits such charge, relate 
" The message of thy Lords, ere yet my chiefs 
" Dole out the captives, gleanings of the sword, 
" These, unto death ; to bonds and slavery, those/' 

The Herald, answering, ^< King ! thou must disband 
" Thy force ; and in the temple of the God 
" Whom Achish serves, thy shield of gold suspend. 
" Yet hear me, Israel's King ! yon countless powers, 
" And they, who serve beneath Gath's potent Lord, 

" The Philistines '' 

" No more of them,** Saul cried, 
" That race accurst. I know their utmost force : 
" They too have heard of Saul. Say, Gaza sends 
*' Her thousands, and ten thousands : Ekron, too. 
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** A number like Heav'ns starry host : to these 
** Add Gath, and Ascalon, and Ashdod, all 
" Their pow'rs, and all the dwellers of their coasts. 
And throhg'd not these at Mic-mash ? and where, then. 
My people ? hid in thickets and in caves : 
^' With Saul six hundred men alone abode. 
" Gibeah yet rings of this j and tells, how arm'd 
« The faithful few, who in their King found strength. 
«< Weapons that turn the battle, sword and spear, 
^^ Save in the hands of Saul and of his race, 
" None. So the Philistines our realm opprest. 
^^ Then, this my son, and he who bore his arms, 
" These twain, in might of their defender, Saul, 
*« Went forth.— And lingered Saul when battle rag'd ? 
" I bad the Priest withdraw his hand. I flew, 
<< I scattered wide their numbers : and, ere night, 
*^ So shall again the battle hang on me. 
" Then, wherefore, now rush yon devoted kings 
" On slaughter ?'* 

« Ashtaroth prevails. Thy God, 

H 
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" The God of Israel has abandoned Sanl/' 

<< Tliis right hand his defender, (Sanl exclaiih'd) 
^* Judah ! advance ! Sound Levite ! sound the alarm I 
But ere the Levite ministrant upraisf'd 
The silver trump, and sounded the alarm, 
Thro' Judah's troubled ranks, Saul lash'd his steeds 
Infuriate. Tumult then, and uproar wild ; 
Mix'd tribes confusedly rushing : loud the din 
Of lance, and battle axe, and bowman : horse 
And horseman, and thronged chariots in their speed 
Contending. And indignant outcry heard. 
Dire strife betwixt the leaders and their hosts. 
Men, who but now from glowing Abner caught 
Like ardour, and the unconquerable mind. 
These claimed release from battle. Some made plea 
Of roofs new rais'd, not dedicated : some 
Of vineyards newly set, whereof their hands 
Had gathered no increase : others alleged 
Vows incomplete, the bonds of love betrothed. 
And clamorous in their fear, faint-hearted men. 
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Proclaimed their .terror : and these, shameless, fled 
Each one his way, and spread throughout the host 
Distrust, and *foul disorder, and dismay. 

Lone in the van, Saul maddening, more and more, 
Lash'd his fierce steeds, regardless of the call 
Of Jonathan and Abner^ hurrying each 
His host. B^ore^him, from the foe driv'n forth, 
One faint and feeble came. The shout of scorn 
Pursued him. Now, on nearer view, it seem'd, 
His spotted mail was pierc'd with many a wound. 
Whence the fresh life-blood spouted. Israel knew 
Bennaiah, as before the monarch's car 
He fell, and wav'd, portentously, in death, 
'Gainst Saul his lifted hand. O'er him the King 
Drave reckless. But why slack thy wheels, oh Saul, 
Why staid in mid career ? The Angel, arm'd, 
The Angel of Onmipotence, in arms 
Pois'd o'er him, bends, in act to wound, and waves 
His fiery blade descendent. And behold. 
Vengeance of Heav'n ! from yon Philistian's, rang'd. 
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Lone, like some bead-laod, promontoiy huge. 

That nigh the dangerous strait, a sea-mark, towers 

Far-seen, and wide o'er Ocean darkness casts, 

A warrior, in his might steps singly forth. 

Terrific. Tis the Gathite champion towers. 

Of size exceeding far the growth of man. 

Huge Anac's offspring. He, at signed, stays 

His host advancing. Either army halts 

Astonish'd. Amid Elah's vale, between 

The van of adverse hosts, the warrior stands 

Alone. Before him, labouring, as o'erpowVd 

The bulk and burden of his charge beneath, 

A Gathite, bearer of his battle shield. 

The champion's front was helmeted with brass : 

Of brass his greaves : the ponderous target's strength 

That spread between his shoulders, bumish'd brass : 

The coat of mail that compass'd him before. 

Wrought brass : five thousand shekels summ'd its weight. 

His spear, the stretch of whose portended staff 

Seem'd like a weaver's beam, was iron, all. 
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So mov'd Goliah of Gath. And harsh the clang 
Rung of his brazen mail ; and harsh his voice 
That heard of either army, cry'd aloud : 
" Stay ye the battle. Wherefore set ye out 
The armies in array ? From Oath I come 
A Philistine. I sole defy your host. 
Chuse from your thousands, and ten thousandsi one. 
One man confronting me. If fail this spear, 
Oath serves ; but if Goliah's arm prevail, 
Your nation serves, slave of our Gathite lords." 
He spake, and brandishing aloft his spear, 
Stept in his might advancing. At each pace 
Of the gigantic champion, striding on. 
Loud rung his brazen armour. Deep dismay 
Confounded Israel. In tumultuous rout 
The monarch, and his multitude in arms, 
Fled. As one man, the multitude, the host 
Fled from before him. None turn'd back to gaze 
On him, who singly followed. The wide vale 
Spread its void space between. 
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Thus Gath prevailed. 
And manifest in wrath, Jehovah pour'd 
His thunders down, and roU'd o'er Israel's flight 
Thick darkness. Oft the voice of Saul was heard 
In execrations terrible. At times, 
'Mid transient glimpses of the lightning flash 
That sparkled on his armour, Saul was seen 
In act of desperation, dealing out. 
Madly, his shafts at random, mid his host 
Who fled. And Israel knew the Lord her God. 
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\v HERE, Israel ! now thy hope ? Deep fear confouDds 

The Hebrew camp. Beneath Jehovah's wrath 

Saul groans. Where, Israel ! now thy hope ? Behold, 

Led by the spirit of the Lord, a Swain 

Draws nigh ; a Minstrel ; Jesse's latest bom. 

Look on that youth. What comeUness, what grace ! 

See you nought else ? mere comeliness and grace. 

Fair-clustering ringlets, and a vermeil cheek. 

Whereon, more beautiful than Sharon's pride. 

Health glows in all its freshness : wherefore, then. 

Why was it, that the Elders, when they view'd 

The unknown stripling, as he past along. 
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Torafd back, and sent their blessing from a£u; 
And faaif d htm as of pmaitse r Tis that G<m1 
Sngiing a Shepherd from the font (rf^maiiy 
Fit iDStmineDt for highest end fore-dooin'd. 
Had de^ J hmth'd into his soul the fire 
Of prophecj. The flame which glowed within. 
High ardour, and the holy spirit of God, 
Th^ anearthlj, charactered his outward frame 
With Tifible glory. Such, now, Jesse s son. 
In bloom of youth. Nor past his earliest dawn 
Ungified. Music thrilFd within his soul. 
And his first prayV was melody. And, aye. 
The untaught child, in traTersing the chords. 
Knew subtle fingering, and strange art, at will 
To waken into harmony, a rude 
And simple harp. Nor seldom, sent of Heaven, 
Pure visions, from his lip in slumber, drew 
A voice intelligent of times to come. 
Nor less, in after years, what time the swain 
On pastoral charge, at day-break, and still eve. 
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Pour*d forth the spirit of his prayer in song, 
His hymn was inspiration. Gifted thus, 
Before infuriate Saul the minstrel lifts 

* 

His harp and hymn accordant. 

<< Heav'n ! and earth ! 
" Praise ye the Lord I" The lofty prelude aw'd 
Saul's troubled spirit. ^< Heaven ! and earth I adore. 
<< Look down, Jehovah ! on thy servant, Saul I 
" Withdraw thy chast ning hand ! Yet, Lord, in wrath 
<* Remember mercy, and the covenant 
<< Thou mad'st. Look gracious on thy servant, Saul I 

" Israel I Oh thou who nioum'st I Thy people, arm'd, 
" Turn'd in the day of battle. These, tum*d back, 
<< Fortgetful of the miracles and signs 
« Of Zoan seen. Her river, as it roU'd, 
<< Changed into blood : her heritage, a prey 
'< To swarms innumerous ; and her labour, peeFd 
" Of locusts. On her cattle, hail-stones show Yd, 
<< Thick hail : and on the fleeces of her flock 
«< Hot thunder-bolts. And all her first*bom sold 
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" To death. Forget not thou, the Lord, my soul ! 

<< Israel ! cast down the bow ; and in the shock 
" Of battle, when it rages, call on God 
" The Lord, who brake in piece- meal, in the deep, 
'< The dragon's crest ; and like a shepherd, led 
" His chosen forth. So lead thy servant Saul, 
" Th' anointed. Nor forget that they, thy foes, 
<< Revile us, and thy righteous name blaspheme. 

" Twill not be thus for ever. Israel ! shout. 
" Our God will give his judgment to the King, 
<^ And on his son pour righteousness. His reign 
" Like dew-drops, or the gentle show'r of Spring, 
<* That wakes the earth, shall on his people bring 
'^ Peace down. The just shall flourish : gladness reach 
" The meek of heart The wilderness shall bow 
^< Before him. Tarshish, and the isles afar, 
<^ Rich offerings pour. His sceptre shall extend 
«* From sea to sea, encompassing the world. 
*^ All kings, all nations serve him. His renown 
<< Throughout the generations shall endure 
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<^ Long as the sun and moon, and the whole earth 
" Be covered with his glory. Praise the Lord !*' 

Before the awe-struck King, the minstrel thus 
Sang, Heav n-inspir'd ; and the charmed fiend, awhile, 
Forgot his rage. Not otherwise the pipe 
Of skill'd musician on Bengalla s plain ; 
Or, .northward, where the wild Canadian roams 
His summer way mid green savannahs, charms 
The crested serpent. The envenomed snake, 
At tread of man advancing, tow'rs in wrath 
On rising volumes eminent : his eye 
Darts lightning ; from bis tongue a two-edg'd flame 
Sparkles. Ere long the fascinating flow 
Of harmony, like sweet enchantment breathed, 
Lures him to soft repose : while, coil round coil. 
The listener, at the charmer's foot, inclines 
His neck, to catch each echo as it floats 
Melodious. Thus the Minstrel, Heav'n-inspir'd, 
Soothed Israel's king 

With royal favour graced. 
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Again the Shepherd from the pomp of kings, 
To Jesse, and the flock his charge, withdrew. 

So Saul repos'd. But not to thee repose, 
Oh Israel I not forgetfulness to thee. 
Of that th' accursed daj, when all thj strength 
Of battle, at the lifting of one spear. 
Fled all. Such still the terror of that field. 
That from the gathered host no chief came forth. 
None, whom remembrance of achievements past. 
Or glory of God defy'd, urg'd on to face 
The challenger, and stand the proof of war. 

Day after day the Champion, 'mid each camp. 
Stood shouting his defiance : day by day. 
Loud echo to his vaunt alone replied. 

The host of Israel in their camp entrenched. 
Lay hid. AvaiFd it to extinguish fear. 
Or kindle courage in hearts devoid of hope, 
The herald's voice ? " The slayer of that foe, 
<< His house is free : for him Saul's treasures flow : 
<< And the King's virgin daughter hails him, lord. 
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" Ye hear the words of Saul : rise, and revenge r 

So the slow moon toil'd round. Fear fell on alL 

They, too, the dwellers of the land, far off, 

The aged, and the feeble, moum'd their race 

Dispirited. Hoar Jesse's heart was sad : 

His thought was of his sons who serv'd in war. 

" Go forth, my latest*bom, (the old man spake) 

" Stay of my life ! sole solace of my years I 

•* Thy brethren seek, if, haply, yet alive. 

<< Haste ! to the captain of their thousand, bear 

" Ten cheeses, newly-prest. And for my sons, 

" Thy brethren, take an ephah of parch'd com, 

<< And these ten loaves. Haste to the camp with speed; 

" Note how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge." 

At day-spring, David, with the shepherd, left 
His flock : nor stay'd his foot-step till the shout 
Of battle rose. Army 'gainst army stood 
Once more array 'd for combat. The brave youth 
Ban 'mid the host, and as he fearless went 
Saluting each his brethren, 'mid the vale 
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Of Elah, from the Philistines came out 
The giant champion, and, as wont, defy'd 
The army of the living God. At sight 
Of the mail'd challenger, all Israel fled ; 
Fled all, save Jesse's son ; whose spirit glow'd 
Within him, and high confidence in Heav'n. 
In vain the elder-bom, rebuking, mock'd 
His rashness. Loud again from Blah's vale 
The taunting of the challenger sent up 
To God defiance. To the shepherd youth 
Its sound was as the call of one from Heav'n. 
Nor David disobeyed. Still in their tents 
Lay Israel. On the trench, as half-resolv'd, 
Th' uplifted lances quivering in their grasp, 
Stood Jonathan and Abner : — here and there 
Many a chief despondent. David, thus : — 
*' If Saul permit a youth in war unskilled, 
*< His servant shall go forth. I will confront 
" The Philistine." The chiefs in mute amaze 
Gathered around him. The loud rumour reached 
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The monarch's ear: « Oh King! rejoice, a youth 

« Comes to redeem from Israel her reproach/' 

The King, elate : " Before my presence bring 

« The warrior/' Soon the flush of triumph past, 

And dark confusion gathered on his brow. 

<^ Shame, that throughout the multitude, in arms, 

" One warrior, one alone in all my host, 

" Stands up the realm s defender ; and that one 

" Not Saul. Then tenfold shame on me, if cease 

" From Israel the reproach. On me, on me 

" It rests. With other hopes I led her forth : 

" Triumph and acclamation harbingerd 

" My coming on. Wherefore to me, the sway 

" And sceptre ? Why, this mockery on my brow ? 

" The thousands, when they crown'd me, cry'd aloud, 

" < Before us go ! avenger of the realm ! 

" < Go forth ! and fight our battle!' I have fought, 

" Have slain, have conquer'd ; I have shar'd the spoil ; 

" I feel it ; 'tis the vengeance of the Lord. 

•* Jehovah ! priests, nor seers, exhort me now. 
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" Tis from the secret chambers of the heart 
" My voice goes forth. I am a sinful man : 
" I have not kept thy ways. 1 knew thy law, 
" And, knowing, disobeyed : but I repent. 
" Remove from me, the burden of thy wrath : 
" Give me, once more, in glory to go forth: 
" Give me, once more, the victory o'er thy foes. 
" They know Thee not. They are not, as we are, 
" A people from the nations chosen out. 
" Oh say, « Subdue, and utterly destroy !' 
" This sword shall manifest in sight of all 
" Thy pow'r ; and Saul, shall at thy altar stand 
** On necks of slaughtered kings. Jehovah, hear I*" 

So the vain glory of the King burst forth 
In secret prayV, deceiving his own heart : 

And David entered. — Saul with stem regard 
Surveyed him, and his beauteous form, so fair, 
And the fresh bloom soft-mantling on his cheek, 
And all the natural graces that compose 
Life's lovely prime. On these Saul's stern regard 
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Dwelt. Then indignant : 

" Rests it youth ! on thee 
" The hope of Israel ? 

" Israel knows me not, 



" Yet would I fain go forth." 

" Thou com'st, belike, 
" Led on by lust of wealth ; or, haply, flushed 
" With banqueting, amid the fumes of wine, 
<< In heated fancies; or, as chiefly suits 
<< Thy season, and fair semblance, by th' allure 
« Of beauty tempted." — On the youth's chaste cheek 
Deep blushes glow'd ; his heart displeasure felt. 
Him Jonathan prevented : " Sire, alone 
" This youth dares face the Philistme. The Lord, 
" The God of Battle, sends th' avenger forth." 

The Monarch, troubled : " Has thy arm assayed 
"The battle proof r 

^* Of war I nothing know. 
*• The rather, Heav'n may aid me in just cause." 

" Hast thou ere seen the Champion ? or, but caught 
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" From far, the terror of his voice ?'' 

" I heard 
" His voice : it breath'd defiance against Grod. 
" His stature I regarded not/' 

Saul paus'd ; 
Then graciously, with milder voice addrest 
The shepherd Youth : " Wage not the hazardous fight ; 
" In peace depart. I speak it not in scorn : 
" Brave Youth ! retire ; and with thj presence greet 
" Thy father's household. Not unhonour'd go ; 
" Be thine, this purple mantle. Ye proclaim 
" The King thus honoured him. In peace depart!" 

« 

" Be honour mine, then only, when the Lord 
" Vouchsafes deliverance.'' 

** Hast thou then no fear ?" 

" None. I have set my trust in God the Lord. 
" He is alone Almighty. Of my sire, 
'* Jesse, a Bethlemite, of Judah's tribe, 
" Are many bom, and I, his youngest child. 
" My brethren serve in war. At home, my charge 
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« To tend my father's flock. . On m j lone watch 

^< It chanc'd, oh King I a lion and a bear 

" Seized of my fold a lamb. Arm*d with my crook, 

'< I followed 5 and I smote them, and brought back 

" The suckling from their jaws ; and when the beasts 

<< Rose up against me in their wrath, I caught 

" Each by the throat, and slew him. Thus they fell 

" Beneath thy Servant's hand. So, by my hand, 

" He who defies the armies of our God^ 

<< The uncircumcis'd, the Philistine shall fall 

*« As one of those. The Lord, who from their jaws 

'< Delivered me, Jehovah, from the hand 

" Will save me of the Philistine." 

" Go forth, 
" Brave Youth ! with thee, Jehovah ! Arm'd like Saul 
" Confront the Champion. At thy sight, so maiFd, 
" The Philistine shall tremble." And the King 
Exultant, o'er the Peasant proudly fixt. 
With his own hand, the beaver, and made smooth 
The plume overshadowing : with wrought cuishes sheath'd 
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His thighs, and clasp'd the habergeon and targe ; 
And gracefully, athwart his shoulders, slung 
His battle sword, with richest baldric grac'd : 
And show'd the youth, how best to poise, ere lanch'd 
His ponderous spear, how wield the buckler's weight. 

Vain confidence ! The shepherd Swain, unus'd 
To war accoutrements, beneath them sank 
Encumbered. All the pomp of Saul, the plume, 
Embroidered baldric, and overshadowing helm. 
Spear, and bright falchion, all was laid aside. 
The fearless Youth, his thighs from cuishes freed. 
His ringlets floating from th6 unclasp'd helnd : 
The vigour and swift motion of his arm 
Eas'd of the buckler, in his native strength 
Issued, rejoicing! Thus the courser, loos'd 
From harness, and the chariot's iron yoke. 
Bounds up, and in the freedom of the plain 
That spreads before him, with broad nostril raised 
Drinks in the breeze ; and, waving wide, on stretch 
Of speed, the full luxuriance of his mane. 
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With loud neigh challenges to race the winds. 

The Youth went forth, with weapon of offence 
None, save the shepherd's sling, and, in his hand, 
The shepherd's crook. From the clear brook, on waj 
He chose five polish'd stones. These, in his scrip. 
Swung. Thus to Elah's vale the Shepherd past 
Lone, amid Israel's multitude, a host 
Dispirited. No voice their Champion cheer'd. 
Their hands were rais'd to Heav'n ; and tears of shame 
Gush'd, as the sword slept idly at their side. 

Goliah, sheath'd in mail, on Elah's plain 
Tow'r'd eminent. Before him, labouring, went 
The bearer of his shield. His host, elate. 
Stood on the height, clashing their arms, and sent 
From far, accompanying his course, loud shout 
Of joy, and triumph, and victorious hymn 
To Moloch : — but the Lord of Battle heard. 

Now front to front they met : the Gathite look'd 
Around, nor foe discern'd, save that fair Youth 
With staff and sling. « Am I a dog (he cry'd) 
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** That thus thou com'st before me ? Those I serve, 
" The Gods I serve, confound thee. The wild fowls 
" Of Heav'n, and beasts, shall banquet on thy flesh." 

The son of Jesse, answering : " Thou com'st arm'd 
<^ With sword, and spear, and shield ; but I am come, 
" Come in Jehovah's name, bj thee defy'd ; 
" And 1 will slay thee, Philistine, in sight 
" Of either army. I will give, this day^ 
" The carcasses of yon uncircumsis'd, 
<< To air and earth a banquet. All shall know, 
" All earth shall know the battle is the Lord's, 
" And that the living God in Israel reigns T 

He spake; and, as the Philistine advanced. 
Ran forward, whirled the stone, and full in front 
Smote. And the stone deep in his forehead sunk. 
Dead, prone on earth Goliah thundering fell : 
And David, hastening, on the giant corse 
Stood ; and unsheathing the proud champion's sword. 
Smote off his head, and rais'd in triumph, wav'd 
Aloft its ghastly horrors, dropping gore. 
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So stood th' heroic Youth. And Israel heard 
His voice, as of an Angel, shouting loud : — 
" Advance ! on yonder foe thy vengeance slake.'' 
Israel with shout rush'd down ; nor Saul, that day, 
Ceas'd from the work of slaughter : nor the spear 
Of Jonathan dropt weary'd, nor the lance 
From Abner's hand* But, terrible in wrath. 
Like the exterminating Angel, sent 
In vengeance, David rush'd. Before him march'd 
The terror of the Lord. Nor Him the strength 
Of Cushan, nor his chosen, heavy-mail'd, 
Delayed pursuing : nor the serry'd ranks 
Of Moab, and the Ammonite : nor press 
Of Midlands multitude : nor scythed cars 
Of Hazor, or his warriors, dealing round 
Death with broad battle-axe, or piercing blade. 
But, chiefly, on the Philistine, his sword 
Fell merciless. The way, throughout, was strown 
From £lah unto Shaanm, with rout 
Of war and carnage. Then the tow'rs of Oath 
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First saw the son of Jesse ; and the guard 
Od Ekron's wall beheld him, and, disma/d, 
Leapt from the battlements. 

So David won 
The victory, glorying in the God of Hosts. 
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PART I. BOOK IV. 



Sing I of rescued realms, and high renown 
In victory won, and that heroic Chief, 
Who, in the strength of Heav'n, resistless, drave 
Asunder, as wing'd lightnings cleave the clouds. 
The storm of battle ? Rings the strain of war 
Sonorous on my lyre ; and shall the song 
Be mute, high4ionour'd Albion, of thy fame. 
My native country ? Thou, that midst the wreck 
Of states, earth's ancient empires, towr'st alone, 
By other than the might of mortal pow'r 
Upheld. They fell, they vanished as a sound. 
The sovereignties, that, trusting in their strength. 
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Stood on the rampir'd height, and o'er the foe, 
From fort and iron citadel, wav'd wide 
The banner of defiance. Theil* proud base, 
War-rais'd, has bow'd beneath them. But the base^ 
Outstretched from east to west, that bears aloft 
The column of thy empire, rests its strength 
On Liberty. The powers, that guard thy realm. 
Appalling from thy shores the gathered host. 
Valour and Unanimity. Thy swaiy 
Is Justice, sooth'd by Mercy* In the E^t^ 
Emporium of the world, oh whose far bound 
Young Ammon, in his race of glory curb'd, - 
Dropt the unsated tear: Thou, in the sway 
Of victory, self-restraiu'd, hast hung the ^oales^ 
Poising the fate of empires, and thron'd chieft, 
Fixt on the shrine of peace. The 'West awaits 
The long-suspended sentence^ Its decree ; 
Goes forth. The senate shall efface the spot 
That stain'd thy ermine robes. Man shall not tempt 
The mercy of his Maker on vext seas 
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That bear him on to blood. Man shall not yoke - 
His brother : shall not goad his kindred flesh, 
Till the big sweat falls, tainted with the drop 
That nurtured life. Man trades no more in man. 
And if the groan of Afric yet mount up 
To the tribunal of the God of Love, 
Accusing human kind, it shall not draw 
On Britain condemnation. Then expand, 
Albion, thy sails, exultant ; and diffuse. 
Throughout the race and brotherhood of man. 
The birth-right thou hast purchased with thy blood, 
The heritage of freedom. Freight each sea 
With burden of thy fleets : from clime to clime 
Pour forth on each the gifts of all, and link 
The world in bonds of love. Diffuse the light 
Of science ; teach the Savage arts unknown ; 
And o'er the nations and lone isles, that sit 
In darkness, and the shades of death, bring down 
The day-spring of salvation. Never, then. 
Shall fail thee, as the God of battle wills 
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To execute his vengeance^ or maintain 
Thy sovereignty, thron'd Empress of the isles ! 
Some mighty Chief, selected : sent like him. 
Whose arm Heav n's thunder wielded. Nelson, thine 
Resistless I Thou art fall'n ! fall'n, in the lap 
Of Victory. To thy country thou cam'st back. 
Thou, Conqueror, to triumphant Albion, cam'st 
A corse I I saw before thy hearse pass on 
The comrades of thy perils and renown. 
The frequent tear upon their dauntless breasts 
Fell. I beheld the pomp thick gathered round 
The trophy'd car that bore thy grac'd remains 
Thro' arm'd ranks, and a nation gazing on. 
Bright glow'd the sun, and not a cloud distain'd 
Heav'n's arch of gold, but all was gloom beneath. 
A holy and unutterable pang 
Thriird on the soul. Awe and mute anguish fell 
On all. — ^Yet high the public bosom throbb'd 
With triumph. And if one, 'mid that vast pomp. 
If but the voice of one had shouted forth 
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The name of Nelson : Thou hadst past along. 
Thou in thy hearse to burial past, as oft 
Before the van of battle, proudly rode 
Thy prow, down Britain's line, shout after shout 
Rending the air with triumph, ere thy hand 
Had lanc'd the bolt of victory. 

Ever thus, 
Long as the billows guard our Isle, thy name. 
Prelude of conquest, shall confound the foe, 
Ere Britain's lightening strow with wreck the deep. 

" Daughters of Israel ! praise the Lord of Hosts ! 
'* Break into song ! with harp and tabret, lift 
« Your voices up, and weave with joy the dance. 
" And to your twinkling footsteps, toss aloft 
" Your arms : and from the flash of cymbals, shake 
" Sweet clangor, measuring the giddy maze. 
" Shout ye I and ye I make answer, Saul hath slain 
'♦ His thousands; David his ten "thousands slain. 
" Sing a new song. I saw them in their rage; 
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" I saw the gleam of spears, the flash of swords, ^.I'c 
" That rang against our gates. The warder's watch '"' 
" Ceas'd not. Tower answer'd tower : a warning voice 
" Was heard without ; the cry of woe within : 
" The shriek of virgins, and the wail of her, 
" The mother, in her anguish, who fore-wept, 
" Wept at the breast her babe, as now no more. 

" Shout ye ! and ye ! make answer, Saul hath slain 
" His thousands ; David his ten thousands stain. 

" Sing a new song. Spake not th' insulting foe ? 
" I will pursue, o'ertake, divide the spoil. 
" My hand shall dash their infants on the stones : 
" The plough-share of my vengeance shall draw out 
" The furrow, where the tower and fortress rose. 
'* Before my chariot, Israel's chiefs shall clank 
" Their chains. Each side, their virgin daughters groan : 
" Er&-while, to weave my conquest on their looms. 

" Shout ye ! and ye I make answer, Saul hath slain 
" His thousands; David his ten thousands slain. 

" Thou heard'st, oh God of battle ! Thou, whose look 
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" Knappeth the spear in sunder. In thy strength 

" A youth, thy chosen, laid their champion low. 

" Saul, Saul pursues, u'ertakes, divides the spoil : 

" Wreaths round our necks these chains of gold, and robes 

" Our limbs with floating crimson. Then rejoice, 

" Daughters of Israel 1 from your cymbals shake 

" Sweet clangor, hymning God, the Lord of Hosts ! 

" Ye I shout ! and ye ! make answer, Saul hath slain 
" His thousands ; David his ten thousands slain." •■ 

Such the hymn'd harmony, from voices breath'd ' 
Of virgin minstrels, of each Tribe the prime 
For beauty, and fine form, and artful touch 
Of instrument, and skill in dance and song ; 
Choir answering choir, that on to Gibeah led 
The victors back in triumph. On each neck 
Play'd chains of gold : and, shadowing their charms 
With colour like the blushes of the morn. 
Robes, gift of Saul, round their light limbs, in toss 
Of cymbals, and the many-mazed dance. 
Floated like roseate clouds. Thus these came on 
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In dance and song : Then, multitude that swell'd 
The pomp of triumph, and in circles, rang'd 
Around the altar of Jehovah, brought 
Freely their offerings : and with one accord 
Sang, " Glory, and praise, and worship unto God." 

Loud rang the exultation. Twas the voice 
Of a free people, from impending chains 
Redeem'd : a people proud, whose bosom beat 
With fire of glory, and renown in arms, 
Triumphant. Loud the exultation rang. 

There, many a wife, whose ardent gaze from far 
Singled the warrior, whose glad eye gave back 
Her look of love. There, many a grandsire held 
A blooming boy aloft, and midst ih' array 
In triumph, pointing with his staff, exclaim'd, 
" Lo, my brave son ! I now may die in peace." 

There, many a beauteous virgin, blushing deep. 
Flung back her veil, and as the warrior came, 
Hail'd her betroth'd. But, chiefly, on one alone 
All dwelt. And, as amidst Heaven's spangled vault, 
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At midnight, when each star glows brightly, one 

More bright, a planet, on its course, alone 

fieams eminent, attracting all regard : 

Thus, midst the radiant ranks of warriors, one 

Shone forth. On him, each eye, each hand, each voice, 

Dwelt with perpetual praise ; " Hail, Jesse's son ! 

" Hail, hope and stay of Israel !" Round him flow'd 

Rich robes, the gift of Jonathan : the bow. 

Bright falchion, and embroider'd girdle, all, 

Gift of the hand of Jonathan, whose soul 

Clave to the shepherd youth. What time had ceas'd 

The rout from Elah's vale, in Israel's sight, 

Saul's valiant heir, unenvious, while the host 

Resounded David's glory, on his neck 

In transport fell ; and ever, from that hour, 

Firm friendship vow'd, and sympathy of soul 

Link'd him in brotherhood of love, till death, 

With Jesse's son. The Champion comes. The pomp 

Of Saul precedes. But the proud pomp of Saul, 

Radiant in solemn entry, with rich spoils 
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Adorn'd of recent victory, and wave 
Of banners from the rout of monarchs woo, 
Served rather, by comparison of acts 
Heroical, to which external show 
Seem'd a superfluous trapping, to enhance 
Their champion's glory. At his near approach. 
The shout subsides ; deep reverence, and mute awe, 
Succeeding : such, as o'er a nation comes 
At sight of her deliverer, in the power 
Of God made manifest. His right hand bore 
Aloft, Goliah's consecrated sword. 
The gift of God. Behind his car, the spear 
Rose, with gigantick armour hung around. 
Target and coat of mail, and greaves of brass ; 
O'er these, the bulk and burden of that shield ; 
And on the tall spear-point, high-^owr'd, the threat 
And ghastly horror of Goliah's brow. 
Yet casting, stem in death, strange fear around. 
So David comes. Before his presence, went 
The voice of Heralds : " Hear, oh realm ! how Saul 
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" Rewards the brave. Bow before Jesse's son ! 
<< His house is free. For him SauFs treasures flow. 
" Hail him, th' accepted of a monarch's choice : 
" The bridegroom of the daughter of a King !" 

All hail'd : and loud their exultation rung. 
And loud their choral hymning, <^ Saul hath slain 
^^ His thousands ; David his ten thousands slain/' 

Saul heard ; fell envy in his soul infixt 
Her serpent fang : with envy, hellish hate 

• 

Enter d, and shame to be surpassed, and dread 
Lest Israel's crown, reft from his brow in age. 
Should beam its radiance from a peasant boy. 
Nor him the martial pomp, nor aught in dance 
And song, that tun'd around perpetual praise. 
Delighted. In deep gloom the Monarch bow'd 
His brow ; nor ever met the public gaze. 
Save when at times the choral hymning loud 
Re-echo'd Jesse's son. Then Saul uprose 
Indignant : and, back-glancing, sternly flash'd 
On Israel's champion, flames of vengeful ire. 
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Thus to the altar of Jehovah past 
SauFs proud procession. With impatient speed 
On to the holy flame, the Monarch lash'd 
His steeds : their foam upon the victim fell. 
Twelve chieftains, from his chariot, proudly bore 
The spoils of war. The King, descending, spake : 
" Priest! o'er the altar of the Lord, suspend 
<< Saul's offerings ! on this golden tablet grave, 
" * These, Saul the King, gift unto God V " He spake. 
And o'er the altar bow'd. None heard his pray'r. 
His pale lip quiver'd with th' unquiet mind ; 
And suddenly, it seem'd, strange darkness fell 
Around him. Loud his groan was heard of all. 
He starts : and from the sacred feast, untouched. 

Speeds : and in merciless vengeance, fiend-possess'd. 
Broods o'er th' unutterable fell resolve, 
Vow'd at the altar: vow accurst of blood. 
Vengeance against the chosen one of God ! 

Thus Saul. But David, ere at distance seen 
The altar of Jehovah, from his car 
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Alights ; and worldly grandeur cast aside. 
And cieans'd of the impurity of blood. 
With lowliness of spirit offers up 
The consecrated sword. Beside him, knelt 
The son of Saul ; and holy hands despoif'd 
The trophy, and on high the buckler hung. 
The spear, and targe, and brazen coat of mail. 
Inscription none. The sword records the deed. 
The deed the Doer. As the ministrant priest. 
And all the host, their voices heard of God, 
The voice of a whole nation, as one man. 
Sought fervently a blessing on the Youth, 
Behold ! a flame, descending from above, 
Beam'd on him: and the victim burnt, consura'd 
With other, than the blaze of earthly fire. 
Awe fell on all, and righteous fear of God ; 
Nor voice throughout the host: till Jesse's son, 
The holy spirit glowing on his lip, 
Burst into song, and smote the harp of praise. 
•' Not unto us, oh Lord ! not unto us, 
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Unlo thy name the glory ! Israel ! hear; 

Hear thou redeeni'd ! throughout thy realm resound. 

The Lord is our deliverer, Jacob's God 'i 

Our refuge. In their rage, the kings of earth, 1^ 

The princes, and their nuilliludes, uprose 

Against the Lord and his anointed. * Where, 

* Where now their God ? where Israel's boast ? Awake : 

•Make haste, descend, and save!' — And God awoke. 

Woke as from sleep. Who girds his loins around 

With strength? What arm the glist'niug sword unsheaths. 

Whose brightness casts a hght'ning upon earth? 

The mountains, like a furnace, smoke beneath 

His step of vengeance: from His quiver bursts 

The thunder : Lo ! His shafts, like meteors, glance ; 

And severing the dark air, show'r largely down 

A rain of blood on earth. It is the Lord, 

The God of Hosts : the breaker of the bow. 

The shield, the sword, and battle! From on high 

Gc*l spake; spake once in wrath: and in their pride 

The aged cedars on the mountain brow 
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" Brake upon Lebanon. They heard a voice, 

" Moab, and Edom, the Philistian pow'rs : 

" And they who rule in Midian, and the pride 

" Of Syria, and the chief of Hazor's strength: 

" They heard a voice, and gazing up, beheld 

*« Thee, Lord ! and on thy brow the helm of wrath, 

" And on thy breast-plate " vengeance/' In thy hand 

" A cup, whose wine was red : it touched their lips, 

<< Ana they have drained its dregs, and suck'd its lees. 

<< Not unto us, oh Lord ! not unto us, 
" Unto thy name the glory ! Israel go ! 
" Measure thy bulwarks, count thy towVs. They stand. 
" Call on the dwellers of the realm by name. 
^' Hark ! each one answers from the living land. 
" For why ? beneath the shadow of the Lord 
" Rests our abode/* 

He spake: and gazing up, 
With milder accent pray'd : 

« Oh God of Hosts ! 
« Ere cease my voice from praise : Now, as I touch 
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" Th' accepted offering on thy altar laid, 
" This sacred sword, oh guard thy servant. Lord ! 
" From vain presumption ! Thy right hand achi^v'd 
« The conquest: from the fold thy Angel calFd 
" A shepherd, from the sheep-fold led away 
" A shepherd, following the ewes with young, 
*^ That thou might be exalted, thou, alone/' 
He ceas'd : and Israel to her rest returned. 



And Jesse's son, with shout and cymbals' clang. 

And song of Virgin minstrelsy, and voice 

Of heralds marshalling his way, and pomp 

Of warriors, as th' accepted of the king^ 

Goes forth. The bridegroom to the promised bride 

Goes-^But fell hatred, and infuriate Saul, 

Await him ; and th' unutterable vow. 
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PART THE SECOND. 



TO 



MT SOJVS. 



I HIS Lay he yours ! whom yet these haunts of 'peace ^ 

Holdj where my childhood playd^ and still I trace 

The bright sun rise^ and close his summer race^ 
Nor wish for bliss beyond. Here soon must cease 
Your pastimes. Manhood^ from these sheltering shades 

Beckons you forth. Go then^ but reckless not 

Of those J who in this sweet sequester d spot 
Shed their lone tears upon the sunshine gladesj 
Your future fate revolving. Bear in mind 

The lore here taught ^ and happiness^ that sprung 

Of innocence^ perpetual carol sung. 
Then-^^^ since to party' — to God's high will resign d. 

Advance where duty calls. Enough to know 
That Virtue guides to bliss^ Vice leads to woe. 

^ Fair-Mead Lodge, Epping Forest. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Proem.— Saul, resolving to slay David, is prevented by Jonathan..— Michal, Saul's 
youngest daughter, urges David's flight from Gibeah. — Interview of Saul and 
David. 



[99] 



SAUL. 



PART II. BOOK I. 



An image towers before me. While I strike 

The lyre, the form of PalestiDe shakes off 

The dust of ages, and before me tow'rs, 

Id all her ancient splendor. To thj clifis, 

Hoar Abarim ! the vision wings aloft 

My flight. Upon the eminence I stand. 

On Nebo's brow, forgetful not of him, 

The Prophet of the Lord, who, wistful, thence 

(ja2fd o'er the promised region, from his foot 

With-held. Beneath me stretch'd, from north to south, 

From Lebanon to that ^Egyptian flood. 
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Southward by Kadesh ; and from east to west, 
From EufrAt to the margin of the main, 
A populous region lies. I trace the hills, 
And spacious vales, with vineyards, and full growth 
Of olives, and rich pomp of harvests crown'd : 
With forests grac'd, and groves of odorous scent^ 
Woods, from whose wounds rich balsam weeps, and rocks 
Thick-dropping with the wild bee's golden spoil. 
With herds the vales rejoice, glad bleatings fill 
The uplands, and gay kids the mountains browse. 
Fountains beneath, and maze of murmuring floods, 
Jabbok, and Amon, and perpetual flow 
Of Jordan, down the region's utmost length 
Devolving rich fertility. Thick rise 
Towns, and thron'd cities, turreted abodes, 
And seats of monarchs. Hebron, and the strength 
Of Gezer, Hormah's glory, and thy pride, 
Megiddo! — From their rest the kingdoms rise 
Horrent in arms. And shall the wanderer, there. 
Force entrance, and possess ? On Jordan's bank 
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Singly a warrior stands, with sword unsheath'd: 
The captain of the Lord of Hosts his name. 
And, pointing to th' idolatrous nations, waves 
Joshua to conquest. Lo! before him march 
The miracles of God. Th' o'erflowing stream 
Cleaves: where the cuiTent parted, stand the priests, 
Bearing the Ark, the while, with unwet foot. 
The host pass onward. Heard you not the sound; 
The blowing of the trump ? It bows, it falls. 
The city of Palms is dust. The gather'd kings 
Lie slain beneath the IsraeUte. Thy Ark, 
Jehovah ! in the Land of Promise rests. 
And the whole region hymns, the Lord of Life ! 

Thus, as I strike the lyre, in vision tow'rs 
Exultant Palestine ! But thou, the while, 
Realm of the Lord rejected, thou lament'st 
In unrepentant barrenness. Not yet 
The period is accomplish'd, the set time 
Foredoom'd, when thou, once more, chosen of God, 
Shalt worship thy Redeemer, and all eartli 
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Bow to thy restoration. 

Jesse's son 
Reclaims the wandering strain. Loud rumour long 
Had dwelt on his renown ; had dwelt on one 
Of skill untaught, whose melody in song, 
And touch of harp, seem'd, as if sent to charm 
All anguish from mankind, a minstrel came 
To ravish earth with music hymn'd in heav'n. 
It told that demons from his harping fled : 
It told of grace and comeliness beyond 
The sons of earth : of valour and exploits 
Surpassing mortal prowess. His renown, 
Proud theme at solemn festival ; nor fail'd. 
O'er the gay labours of the loom, the voice 
Of Judah's virgin choir, to swell their song 
To extasy, recording Jesse's son. 
The beautiful, the brave. But, in thy soul, 
Saul's younger-bom, fair Michal I fairest far 
Of Judah's daughters, chiefly, in thy soul, 
Deep admiration of heroic act. 





And worth, that render'd vocal every tongue, 
Glow'd ceaseless. On each high adventurous deed 
That grac'd Jehovah's champion, Michal dwelt 
Unsated. The fair maid heard o'er and o'er 
The wond'rous tale; and every word breath 'd love. 

She lov'd him yet unseen. Twas on that day 
When every tongue re-echo'd David's name ; 
When wondering Elders hail'd him, sent of heav'n : 
And the pledg'd virgins, as the Youth drew near, 
Awhile forewent their choice, that Michal Erst 
Beheld amid the pomp the heroic Chief 
Young, beautiful, triumphant. The proud pomp 
Past by; but never, from her fancy, past 
That Youth, so seen. Alas ! bis plighted hand 
Was Merab's : and Saul's younger-born withdrew, 
And dwelt on him in secret. There, fond maidl 
There, on the lip of Jonathan, thy soul 
Hung, as the youth, unconscious, o'er and o'er 
Rehears'd some wond'rous deed of Jesse's son. 
The day of Ephis-dammin : and the strength 
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Of that Philistian chanipiou: and bis height 

How terrible, beheld on Elah's vale 

'Mid the stay'd battles : and his outetretch'd bulk 

How vast, a breathless corse at David's feet. , - u, 

Yet had she much to ask : and, doubted mucbiin.r- 

As fain again to hear, beneath what weight 

Of mail the Giant to the conflict mov'd; 

And what the measure of his mighty spear ; 

And what the burden of his shield; and what 

Each vaunting word ; and how young David spake 

His trust in God: how, switY advancing, met 

The champion in his might ; and, aiming, whiri'd 

The stone : how pois'd the falchion, as he smote. 

Victorious. — Such th'enamour'd maid: when Saul, 

Rous'd of th' avenging demon, on the day 

Of plighted nuptials, on the bridal morn. 

On deeds of death intent, thus round the throne 

His race addrest ; " Heir of my strength ! and ye, 

" Merab, and Michal ! let the Herald's voice 

" Go forth I be song and feast within thesn walls ! 
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** Let Gibeah through her shouting streets rejoice : 

^< Her Princes lead along in spousal pomp 

" Their hail'd Deliverer. Saul has heard their cry. 

" Rings not the clamor yet throughout the realm ? 

" Lo Israel's sole defender, Jesse's son. 

^^ And shall not Saul avenge ? Merab I reject 

" The peasant boy. On Adriel fix thy choice. 

<< The nuptial hymn shall ring, the nuptial feast 

^< Shall flow : but not for him, the shepherd race. 

" He, too, shall feel the trouble of the brain 

" That Saul has felt. And thou I my younger born ! 

" Why pale thy cheek ? Cease Michal ; cease thy dread, 

" Not thou the victim.'' 

" Sire ! if Merab scorn 

" The shepherd Youth," the faltering maid replied 

«« Speak ! speak" 

" Oh King ! the Herald's voice proclaim'd 
" Thy word. He heard, he went, and, God his guide, 
•* Retum'd victorious." 

Fear, confusion, chain'd 
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Her voice. 

" This day the traitor dies/' Saul cr/d : 
" This day th' avenging dagger drinks his blood.*' 

He spake, regardless of the maid, who sunk 
A seeming corse before him. Her, in swoon 
The virgins bear away. Saul ey'd his son. 
Indignant : " Witness of unhallow'd vows, 
" Disgrace of her who bore thee ! thou hast fix'd 
" Thy choice on Jesse's brood. But not on thee, 
** On thee, nor on thy race, Saul's crown shall rest, 
" He living. I have vow'd a vow. This day 
" The traitor dies ! But not obscurely slain : 
" This hand, this steel th' avenger. Who ofiend 
" Saul, though the nation hail them, • Lov'd of Heav'n, 
** Saul slays : the congregation looking on. 
" Terror on Israel I on my crown, repose." 

Then Jonathan, in fervent friendship bold. 
Dwelt on the son of Jesse : 

« What, oh King, 
^ The Youth's offence ! Israel from shame redeem'd ; 
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** Thy crown establish'd, and thy foes subdued ? 
<< Israel beheld God manifest on earth, 
<< When the mail'd son of Anac bow'd beneath 
<^ The Shepherd's arm. Conquest on conquest his ; 
" Thine, King ! the spoil and trophy." 

" Yea, for these, 
" For these, the traitor dies. Thou, too, beware I " 
And the raised javelin quivered in his grasp. 
^^ On me thy fury, not on Jesse's son 1 

< Shed not his blood I yet hear me. If that Youth 
From Gibeah to his native plain return. 
And pastoral charge, there may the Peasant dwell 

* Free from thy wrath, oh Monarch^'* 

Saul replied : 
^ This day, before the throne, if Jesse's son. 

The Princes and the Elders gathered round, 
^ Swear, though the trumpet summon, never more 

< To front the foe, the Peasant may depait, 

< And tend his flock, inglorious." Thus proud Saul. 
So Jonathan to Jesse's son sped forth : 



108 SAUL. 

He sped to warn of ill ; but found the youth 

Fore-warn'd. Beside him, lone, and bathed in tears, 

Stood Michal: Hapless maid ! when ceas'd the swoon, 

Wherein, before thy wilder'd fancy, swam 

The image of that youth : a corse, it seem'd, 

A murder'd man : and in his bleeding breast 

Saul's vengeful lance : what other thought possest 

Thy spirit, save the hope to shield from death 

Th' heroic chief? " Who, who, if Michal fail, 

" Shall save ? Yet how address him ? ah I whom trust ? 

<< A virgin ! a King's daughter! and unsought I 

" How thus appear before him ? yet unwarned 

<< He dies. I, I will save. Ah hapless Saul I 

" Not on thy brow the horror of that guilt 1" 

She spake, and closely veil'd, drew near the youth. 

" Fly hence ! from Gibeah fly ! the hand is raised, 

" The murderer's hand ! from Gibeah, hence away !** 

" Thy fear deceives thee. Other, sure, than me 
« Thou seek'st/' 

" Oh youth, I sought but thee, alone, 
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" The son of Jesse, David, Israel's pride, 

" The conqueror of the Philistine. This day, 

" This day, Saul's daughter — but thou know'st her not, 

" His youngest born, herself, 'twas Michal, heard 

" The Monarch doom thy death. Another weds 

" The promis'd bride. Oh fly ! and when far off 

" I know Jehovah hears thee, favour'd youth ! 
<^ Do not in bitterness remember Saul : 



" But say, 'twas I, Saul's daughter, sav'd thy life." 

She spake, and, lifting up her veil, in tears 
Wav'd him away. But Jesse's son, at sight 
Of her surpassing loveliness, and tears 
That flow'd for him, exclaim'd, << Thou, thou alone^ 
<< Witness high Heav'n, and Ephis-dammin's field ! 
" The peerless prize of victory— yet forgive, 
" Forgive me, royal virgin ! till this hour 
" The peasant's son ne'er harbour'd wish to mate 
" With royal race." 

The beauteous maid replied, 
" Would that Saul's daughter were a shepherd girl 1" 
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* 

She spake, and hid her blushes, bath'd in tears 
Beneath her veil. But nor the maiden's tears, 
Nor thj entreaties, Jonathan ! avail'd. 
Fear swa/d not Jesse's son. The Lord, his trust. 

The hour drew nigh ; around the King enthroned 
The Princes stood ; the elders, and the priests, 
Merab and Adriel, and the nuptial train 
Expectant. As Saul'^ wfAthful voice was hbard, 
His elder-bom, and Michal, and the son 
Of Jesse, enter'd. At his entmnce, Slaul 
Dark-frown'd ; and all on David gaz'd intent. 

« Oh King ! the Youth began, " with gracious ear 
" Vouchslife thy servint audience, as his word 
" Shall speak the truth. Not iviUingly, I left 
«* My father's charge. The servants of my Lord 
«< (So since I learnt) spoke of my skill in song. 
" The royal word went forth, and I obe/d. 
" Consenting heav'n, entreated of my pray V, 
" For fenrently I* pray'd for thee, oh King I 
" Vouchsafed my simple harp, pow'r not its own* 
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^< That time, it pleased thee. Monarch, from thj throne 

" To look with favour on me. Other gifts 

" I sought not : in thy favour my delight. 

<^ Thus grac'd, thy servant to the flock, his charge, 

«* And Jesse's age, withdrew. Need I recount 

" The rest ? that when it chanc'd I heard the vaunt 

" Of him, the Challenger, who God defy'd, 

^< I did entreat permission to accept 

<< The rash defiance. God (could Israel doubt ?) 

" Aveng'd his glory. And the king returned 

<' From Ephis-dammin's field triumphant back, 

<< But from that triumph-day, repose has been 

<< A stranger to my soul. Thy countenance 

<< Is changed to sore displeasure ; and I stand 

*< Now, in the hearing of thy realm, and ask 

<< In what have I offended ? Thou hast said, 

<* < The son of Jesse shall no more confront 

<« The foe ; but back returning, tend his flock, 

<< As once, inglorious.' '' Glory, and the spoils 

^^ Of war, I covet not : but who on earth 
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" Has counseird God ? Jehovah, in old time, 
" To manifest his sovereignty on earth, 
** A Shepherd caird to lead his chosen forth. 
** So Moses went from Midian, and smote down 
" The pride of Pharoah. If our God, oh King, 
" The more to manifest his sovereignty, 
" Should call on me, I may not disobey 
" His voice/' 

" So, perish traitor !'* Saul exclaim'd. 
And wrathfully at David hurl'd his lance. 
But Jonathan, while yet the weapon hiss'd, 
Turn'd it aside. Tumult throughout, and rage. 
And execration. Round their champion stood 
The chiefs : the priests and elders call'd on God. 
Not dreadful more that uproar, whilome heard 
Of Saul ; what time, when from Beth-haven's plain 
Had ceas'd the rout of war, the Monarch vow^d 
To slay his son in Israel's sight. So Saul 
Vow'd : but the People stood between the sword 
And Jonathan. Before the troubled King 
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Came Jesse's son. The uproar, at his word. 

The tumult, at the waving of his hand, 

Ceas'd. " Be the King in all obeyed. I know 

^* Thy will. Who, Monarch ! who is Jesse's child ? 

" I am not worthy to be call'd thy son.'' 

And Michal's glance met his. Th' impassioned Youth 

Exclaimed : " There yet remains the glorious prize, 

** Thy younger born. What perilous proof, oh King ! 

« Waits him who claims that bride ? " SauFs vengeful eye 

Shot flame. The fiend was busy in his brain : 

The PhiHstine shall slay him. 

<< Go ! assault 
** The towers of Askalon ! From Gaza bring 
^* Her chieftains. Ekron too must wail her slain. 
" I ask no other dowry. Be Saul fear'd. 
" Avenge me of my foes, and lo ! the Bride.*' 

And all unweetingly the Spirit of God 
Possest him. " Gird thou on the sword ! Go forth, 
** Go in thy might ! the people are subdu'd : 
" They shall fall down before thee. Fair art thou. 
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* Beyond the children of mankind, and full 

* Of grace thy lip : for thou hast lov'd the path 
^ Of righteousness, and in abhorrence held 

* Iniquity. God, therefore, on thy crown 

^ Has pour'd the oil of gladness. Hearken, thou, 
^ Oh daughter! and incline thine ear: forget 
« Thy father's house. So shall the King, thy lord, 
< Have pleasure in thy beauty. Worship him ! 
« King I thou art thron'd, for ever and for ever I" 
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ARGUMENT. 

Proem— •David defeats the enemies of Saul,—- weds Michal, — ^is again persecuted 
by Saul, — anointed King by Samuel,— foresees in vision the Kings of Israel and 
of Judafa,-— predicts the Messiah. 
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PART 11. BOOK II. 



Oh son of man ! deep in thy heart engrave, 

«< Obey the Lord, thy God ! '' It profits not, 

The wisdom of the wise. The meek of heart 

And humble, in the Lord who set their trust, 

And lean on his stability, alone 

Know peace. Amid the turbulence and strife 

Of passions, darkly tempesting mankind. 

Their day-spring from within around them beams 

Pure light ; and to their spirit, yet on earth. 

The world, in its variety of woe. 

Speaks of the God who made it, and proclaims 

Thy work, eternal Wisdom ! Thus they pass 
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Their pilgrimage, and put off earthly hope 

For bliss in Heav'n. There are, who not disown 

God, in the sun-shine, an&id summer skies 

Cerulean, when gay nature smiles, and youth 

Untroubled, freely carols to the pipe 

Of pleasure. Speaks it less a God, oh man, 

When woe and want, and all the natural ills 

That flesh is heir to, show the soul her power, 

How paramount o'er worldly change ? and prove 

What patience is; what firmnje3s; virtue, what, 

By trial; striking out the slppibering spark 

Ethereal, and converting, in their sway. 

The instruments and ministry of ill 

To Heav'n's o'er-ruling providence. So God 

Strengthened the son of Jesse. 

Not thy will. 
Not thy design, oh Saul I not thy device : 
God's counsel stands. The son of Jesse, arm'd 
Beneath the banner of the Lord, subdues 
The foes of Israel. Saul no more with^holds 
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The promis'd bride. I may not, loveliest pair ; 
I may not dwell upon your dream of joy ; 
Sweet dream, and swift evanishing. E'en now, 
Like a fell hail-storm that smites off the branch 
Of spring, and nips the blossom in its bud, 
Stern Saul from love's soft bosom plucks away 
Earth's purest joy, the sole deUght yet left 
Of Paradise ; sweet interchange of bliss 
Connubial. Fly, fond youth ; the hapless bride, 
At peril of her life, redeeming thine. 
Warns thee from Gibeah. At the dead of night 
The murderer sternly eyes thy nuptial conchy 
In act to strike. Oh fly I the Prophet's voice 
Calls, and Heav'ns high intent of old foredoom'd. 
Yet once again still Bethlehem's sheltering vale 
Conceals thee, son of Jesse ! thou once more 
In solitude, amid thy native haunts, 
Seek'st the lone shepherd's hut, where cedars spread 
Cool shade, and odoriferous almonds bloom. 
How turns thy gaze to each familiar scene 
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Of peace and joy ! where wont thy youth to rove 
Through glen and winding vale, with harp and hymn » 
In meditation by the voice of streams 
In whisper of the winds : or high rocks heard 
Thy song of rapture, on the topmost brow, 
Where the illimitable glance drinks in 
The marvels of creation. Ah ! in vain 
Thou view'st each blissful haunt : whether yon height 
Of heathy uplands, or beneath their range. 
Thy native dale ; and its whole region sweet. 
From its first sudden rise, a break between 
The mountains, to itsVocky close, at once 
O'erseen : its thickel-tufted bourns, soft slopes. 
And all their gentle windings : golden fields. 
And fallow, and trim copse, and growth unshorn 
Of larger shade luxuriant : and, throughout. 
Fresh flow of stream, that gathering up the rills- 
Each side, along the verdant meadows, pours 
Swift current sparkUng ; and the cottage roofs 
Seen here and there : by these, the larger herd 
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At pasture, and the flocks on sunny downs 

Free-wandering. Ah ! in vain thy favourite grot 

Invites thee to repose. The fresh springs gush 

Pleasantly round ; and sweet the noon-breeze sings 

On the dark ivy mantling round the cave 

Luxuriant. Minstrel ! 'tis the grot, wherein 

Thy melody so oft with praise awoke 

The dawn, and cWd the evening shade with song. 

These, all, have ceas'd to breathe on thee. delight: 

They sooth not woe like thine. Thou moum'st thy bride, 

Disconsolate. Renown'd achievements past, , . 

Deep thoughts, and undefined, of days to come, 

Strange bodings of high destiny, and hope . 

And aspiration of deeds unattain'd. 

Perplex thy spirit. ** When Saul fled the foe, 

<< By me God smote the champion. I was rais'd 

" The realm's defender. And, is this the close 

" And full completion ? The lone shepherd's range, 

" Life's sole and bounded scope?" Thus David mus'd. 
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Foreboding. 

Now, 'twas now th' appointed time. 
The period of th' accomplishment. 

God spake : 
And Samuel, at Jehovah's word, forsook 
His rest, and past to fiethlehem. «< Com'st, thou, Seer ! 
" In peace ? " The Elders tremblingly exclaimed. 
** In peace I come. Ye ! sanctify yourselves : 
" The sacrifice prepare I " The Elders met: 
And Jesse, and his sons, commanded, stood 
Before him. " Elders! and ye, Jesse's race ! 
<< Give ear I Through me Jehovah speaks. My days 
^* Are numbered ; and my spirit is required 
** Of God its maker. I once more have heard, 
<< But ne'er again with mortal sense shall hear, 
<< That voice, in visitation oft vouchsaf d. 
<< God spake : < Declare my bidding, at the feast 
" Of Bethlehem ; witness of my words and worths, 
<< Boldly adracmishing.' — Rebellious realm I 
" Ye would, ye would a King. Beheld ye not 
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" The sign at Gilgal, when the wrath of Heav'n 
" Witnessed that added evil ? Israel heard 
«* My voice. I call'd the lightening down. Fire streamed 
" At mid-day, at wheat-harvest, when the sun 
" Shone bright. The day is come whereof I said, 
<* Your groan shall mount. Ask now the household hearth, 
" Your daughters, where ? They ply the royal feast 
" With delicate viands. Where your sons, on whom 
<< Age looks to lean his brow ? Around their King 
" These at his footstool wait : Tliose, either side 
^< His wheels, overwearied, when the lash resounds, 
<< Pant in the foam of his steeds. Some, lift the spear 
<< Before him : others, o er the anvil, melt 
<< Their strength, and forge his instruments of war. 
** labourers and tillers, these, whose toil must ear 
<< His fields, and at mid-noon his harvest reap. 
^< These, gathering up a people's tribute, load 
<< The royal garners, and make scant your tale 
<< Of herds and flocks, and dole them at command. 
« Yet ; yet repent 1 From Israel's throne, the Lord 
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** Has cast down Saul. From Saul, and from his race 

" The sceptre is departed. I, this day, 

" Another I anoint : Him, of thy sons, 

" Thine, Jesse ! Him th' accepted of the Lord I'' 

The elder-born advanced : the stately man 
Stood up before the Prophet. Samuellook'd 
On Eliab, and exclaim'd : « This, surely, this, 
« Th' anointed of the Lord before me stands/^ 
But the Lord said to. Samuel, << Not on him, 
<< Look not on him, his countenance or height 
" Of stature. This I have refused. The Lord, 
<< He sees not as man seeth. Man beholds 
" The outward form ; but God discerhs the heart." 

So Jesse's sons, each after each, past by. 
Nor found of Heaven acceptance. Samuel spake : 
« Not these the Lord hath chosen. Are here, all ? 
" Thy children, all T Him answering, Jesse said, 
" The youngest yet remains. My flock his charge.'' 
Straight, from the flock, at Samuel's word, the Youth, 
The beautiful, the graceful, came before 
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Th' enquiring Seer. Jehovah spake : «« Arise ! 
" Lo ! this is He. Arise ! anoint his brow.'' 

The Prophet on his temples pour*d the oil. 
All hail'd the Lord's anointed. Loud applause 
Burst forth; and ere the shouting ceas'd, the Youth, 
And Samuel, to the shepherd's cave withdrew. 

In agony of spirit, Jesse's son 
Lay prostrate : " Hear, Jehovah ! thou, whose power, 
" Under the shade of deep obscurity, 
« Shielded my youth from evil. Ever more 
" A father's blessing rested on my brow 
« The live-long day: his kiss was on my cheek 
" At night: and still, where-e'er my path, I hail'd 
« Nature and God. Nor ever had my day, 
<< Till Ephis-dammin's field, known other change, 
<< Than what delightful came, from due return 
<< Of seasons, as they glided on : and still 
« In shower or sunshine, vernal breeze or breath 
« Of wintVy tempest, nature and her God 
" I hail'd, with prayer, and harp, and hymn of praise. 
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" What had I been, if tempted? What shall be, 
<< Enthron'd ? when luxury spreads her silken snare, 
« Fettering the soul : when power and flattery bend 
" Preventive, forcing into birth each wish 
" Yet immature, and fostering weak desire 
*< To uncontrollable passion. Spare me. Lord ! 
" These hands are bloodless yet, this lip unstain'd." 
And, on his trance, it seem'd, a chieftain slain, 
And baleful charms that lur'd his soul frcnn God, 
Glanc'd by in fearful vision : " Far more blest 
" That Jesse's son rests where his sires found peace : 
<< That lowliness, the sheep-cote and the flock, 
<< Be all his lot in life, and on his grave 
" The peasant's tear. One worthier seek, oh Lord 1 
" Lay not on me the burden." 

" Rise, oh youth ! 
The Seer exclaimed, << anointed of the Lord 1 
'< God hath selected thee. Reign in his strength 1 
Though none of woman bom, save he alooe. 
The hope of Israel, through the veil of flesh 
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*< Pass without sin; nor at the judgnient-seat 
*« Rise up a spirit immaculate ; yet trust 
" In God the Lord : and in guilt's fearful hour 
" If thou canst look on Heaven, and, full of faith, 
" Rest on the infinite mercy of thy Judge : 
" Sinner I the contrite tear shall wash away 
" The scarlet of thy crime, and thou shall rise 
« Renewed : and Time, with his eternal tongue, 
<^ Proclaim thee, Jesse s son, of all mankind 
" Man after God's own heart/' 

David no more 
Replied. The Prophet thus pursued : " Go forth ! 
" God will not burden thee beyond thy power. 
" Of Heaven man is not tempted. Till thy soul, 
<< Long exercised in sufferings, learn to rest 
<< Firm on itself, the sceptre shall not cease 
" From Saul ; nor on thy will the realm depend. 
" The nation which rejected God, beheld 
" Saul's stature, how commanding. Thus they chose, 
" Vain men, their ruler ; and the untried youth 
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" Became a scourge and terror of the Lord. 

" But God, who sees the heart, selecting thee 

" To guide his people, by severest proof 

« Will justify his choice. Thy doom, oh youth ! 

" Trial and tribulation. Bow beneath 

" HeavVs chast'ning hand. Thy brow shall drop its sweat 

" Where never golden ear made glad the soil. 

*« Day after day, none found who dare hold forth 

" A hand to succour. Berries of the cliff 

** Thy food : and, as thou fliest Saul's hot pursuit, 

" The troubled brook thy drink. Where rests thy head 

<< Death watches, and the twanging of the bow 

*^ Resounds. Thus, shalt thou learn to sway thy soul 

" In woe and want. Thus, in the perilous time, 

" Firm in the faith of God, rest on his word 

" Thy anchor. Thus, in tribulation, leam 

•* To feel for other's sufferings, and bow down 

" To him who mourns. " Does fell ingratitude 

"Wound like a two-edged blade? The Hebrew sons, 

" Men by thy sword delivered, these shall seek 



SAUL. 129 

« Thy life ; and barter it, the price of peace, 

" With Saul the slayer. To thy aid shall come 

" Men, whom distress has hardened, whom sore want 

" Made desperate; and the discontented wretch 

" Who hates his ruler. Youth ! thy soul must stand 

" Their turbulence ; and, master of itself, 

" Rebuking, turn the sinner to the way 

<< Of Righteousness : and teach the hard of heart 

<< What mercy is : and teach the desperate man, 

" And needy, to abstain, e'en while the sword 

<< Divides the spoil : and the proud rebel teach 

<< Peace and submission unto rightful sway. 

«* Thou must behold, and witness with thine eye, 

" The vile abominations of the realm 

" Whose Gods are stocks and stones : — and seeing these, 

<^ And all the natural feelings of the heart 

" Perverted ; and the corraptible form, 

« The creeping and the loathsome thing, ador'd 

« Above the God Creator : Thou shalt root 

<< The idolaters out, a ndscatter, stampt to dust. 
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" Their idols to the tossing of the wind. 

" I see thee, exiJe ! in the walls of Gath : 

" Hark ! her fell cry of blood ! thou hast put oflF 

<< Man's reason, and all excellence of soul : 

<< And in similitude of one distraught, 

" Thou kneel'st with uncouth gesture, bow'd beneath 

" Stem Achish/' 

David wept. Tears gush'd, perforce, 
The fruit of human frailty. On^his Jip 
Sat resignation : " Not my will, but thine, 
« Almighty 1" 

" Hail,'' the Prophet cr/d, « hail. Youth I 
" In woe and exaltation, the sure pledge, 
" The living image of the branch to come, 
" Th' eternal King ! Thro' thee, and in thy race, 
*< Man, blest for ever !" — While the Seer yet spake. 
The spirit of the Lord fill'd all the place : 
And, to confirm the promise, lifted up 
The veil of time. The form of years unborn. 
Seers, and tranc'd prophets, and the scepter'd shades 
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Of monarchs, Israel's kings, and Judah's line, 
Past by in vision : As the shepherd's cave 
Became the hallow'd theatre, where God 
Mov'd in the wonders of his works on earth. 

They saw, on David's throne, his heir, whose word 
Was wisdom. At his sight, the Seer exclaim'd, 
" Lo this ! of whom 'twas 45aid, • Thy sceptre sways 
<< £ast, from Euphrates to the mid-land main : 
" Thy wide dominion knows no bound between 
" Far Hamah, north, to the -Egyptian stream 
" Southward, near Kadesh. Peace and quiet gird 
" Thy throne. The nations, and the sovereigns round, 
" Before thee tribute pour. Thy sayings fill 
<< All lands : and, from afar, enquiring kings 
" Seek from thy lip instruction.' 

They beheld 
The burden of his vessels, as their sails 
Shadowing the Erythrean, wafted back 
The gold of Ophir. The renown of Tyre, 
Her rowers, and proud gallies, vext the seas 
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To serve his bidding. They beheld his realm 
Fervent with population : and, ere yet 
A hewer to the mountain took his way. 
On groaning Lebanon the axe was seen, 
As of a countless army, in its wrath 
Wide-wasting. They beheld the marble hills 
Give way : and from earth's inmost caverns, ores 
Rise, pile on pile ; apart, in glittering rows 
Stores dedicate, pure gold and silver, wrought 
Of subtle gravers. " These, thy hand prepares, 
" (Samuel exclaim'd) another rears : a prince 
*< Unspotted with the crimson taint of war. 
" These, all, the preparations of thy hand, 
" Fit for the habitation of our God, 
" His chosen dwelling. Son of Jesse ! lo I 
** Thy conquest spoils : tribute of Syria's race : 
^* The Ammonite, and Moab's realm : and those 
" Who rule at Hamoth, and on Zobah's throne.'* 

Now the bright temple towYd before their sight. 
Distinctly trac'd, its fashion and proud form 
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Magnifical; its pillar'd pomp; its walls 
That shone with precious stones, and blaz'd with gold. 
Thickly overlaid. And where Jehovah dwelt, 
Holy of Holiest, on his mercy-seat, 
Two cherubs spread their wings, with gold o'erlay'd, 
Ten cubits stretch ; each side the Ark they met, 
O'ershadowing. The glory of the Lord 
Descended on his temple. Round them rang 
The hymn of consecration, as the voice 
Of Levites, with rais'd harps, and trumpets' clang. 
And all the host of Israel, loud and long 
Sweird to the Lord of Life the peal of praise 
So the bright vision vanished. In ils slcad. 
In shade, before their sight, two men stood up, 
Lone in a field, a prophet, and a chief. 
The prophet rent his garment in twelve parts, 
And gave the warrior ten. Twas Nebat's son. 
David beheld the sceptre of his heir ; 
The uxorious, the idolater in age. 
Shivered. Before them, Israel's kings past on. 
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An evil generation. At their head, 
He who rear'd up the golden calves, the gods 
Of Dan and Bethel. Fierce in vision past. 
The blood-stain'd dagger gleaming in their grasp, 
Th' usurpers : each in turn, slayer and slain. 
Nor fkil'd portentous signs, that evil race 
Pursuing. Lo ! the hand, in wrath outstretched. 
Withered before the altar. See yon dogs ; 
They lap the murderess' blood. Stem Prophets rise. 
Who testify against them. Fire and flood. 
Witness of God. David beheld the stream 
Touched by Elijah's mantle, upright stand. 
And yield him way. From opening Heav'n a car 
Descendent, in a whirlwind of wreathed flame 
Sweeps up th^ Seer from earth. Hark I hark ! a voice 
Prophetic, on throng'd Moab's thirsty plain 
Calls down the flood, whose stream in Moab's sight 
Ran red with slaughter. Heav'n's bright host in arms 
Before them wheels, what time, when Syria's bands 
The Man of God encompassed, Dothan's brow 



SAUL. 135 

With steeds of fire, and flaming chariots blaz'd. 

A vision now of Judah, past before 
Her Founder. 

Lo! the youth, the ill-advised, 
Who o'er the realm, the yoke of scorpions shook. 
Abijah next, and Asa. Him the strength 
Of Zerah, and his thousand thousand host 
Fled from at Mareshah. His son rose up. 
The just. Before his throne, the Philistines 
Their tribute-silver brought. But who art thou. 
Fell murderer, in fraternal blood embru'd ? 
Jehoram, and the vengeance of the Lord. 
Libnah is free : proud Edom's neck casts off 
The servile yoke. Such as the sire, his son : 
Lo Baal worshipped on the Ark of God ! 

Spectre of female semblance ! deep thy foot 
Wades in the blood of Judah's lineage slain. 
Omri's idolatrous daughter rules the realm 
With demon sceptre. David smote his brow. 
The visions multiply : Jehoiad arms 
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The Levites in their courses. Each one stands^ 
A weapon in his grasp. The altar rings 
With shield, and sword, and buckler. On each side, 
Rang'd chiefs surround an orphan boy, soJe left: 
The crown upon his brow. Hark ! hark ! the bray 
Of trumpets : the resounding temple shouts 
With gladness. Omri's daughter, and her Gods, . 
Baal, his priests, and altars, vanish all. 

Who, who art thou, that, stain'd with Edom's blood, 
Ador'st her idols ? Fugitive ! the walls 
Of Lachish echo to thy groan in death. 

In shadow stood the king, whose hand, unblest. 
Now seized the censer, and now seem'd in act 
To bum the unhallow'd incense. Thus, the son 
Of Jesse viewed him, as the lep'rous mark 
Rose on his brow. Jotham succeeds, the just^ 
The righteous : on his honoured sceptre, fkme, 
And on his grave, the tear. Why dost thou turn 
Away, oh son of Jesse ? Tis the shade 
Of Ahaz. Lo I the vale of Hinnom smokes I 
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Hark ! 'tis his infant shrieks 'mid demon flames. 

Terror and desolation fill the realm. 

Then David look'd on Samuel ; and his groan 

Seem'd heard of God. Before him, bows in prayV 

The form of Hezekiah. His pure hand 

Cleanses the temple. Lo I the priests return : 

The Levitesy and the altar of the Lord» 

Burnt offerings, and sin offerings, harp and song. 

As David gave command. Swift Kedron's brook 

Bore off th' abomination of the land ; 

And evermore before the Monarch, went 

The terror of the Lord. The vision show'd 

Th' Assyrians, and the Angel, o'er their camp 

Who past, at night, past o'er, and all were slain. 

David beheld the shadow, as it mov'd 
Backward on Ahaz'dial. Next went by 
Manasseh, and worse Amon. As they past. 
Flames burst from Hinnom. David saw the sire 
Like a chas'd beast beneath the hunter's heel 
Caught in a thicket : and, in fettei's, flung 
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Before the throne of Babylon : the son 

By treason slaughtered. And Josiah rose. 

The righteous. David haiFd " The long-foretold/' 

Him, for whose sake, Jehovah yet with^held 

His out-stretcht arm.— The threatened vengeance bursts. 

Ask of the shadows of the latter kings 
Who hurry by : Him, on xvhose brow, uncrown'd. 
Proud ^gypt gaz'd : and those, th' idolaters, chained 
At Babylon. Ere yet the vision clos'd. 
In agony of woe the Seer exclaim'd : 
<' Behold, behold the multiply'd evils, all, 
«< Sore plagues, and tribulation, and dismay, 
" Denounced of him, our leader, at whose voice 
" The heav'ns and earth bore witness of that day 
<< Which plac'd before the nation, life and death, 
<< The blessing and the curse. I see the curse ! 
*^ Above, the heav'n is iron : brass, the earth 
<< Beneath. A voice, a sound, a shaken leaf. 
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Chases a host. Anguish their day : their night 
O'er-canopy'd with horror. Famine preys 
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" Within, and spotted pestilence : without, 
" The unsheath'd sword. — ^The holy city falls : 
^< Her princes, captives, and her people, slain. 
" God's temple bows : 'tis dust. The sacred bowls 
<< Clash o'er the reeling banquet. And thou. Realm ! 
" Whose sabbath-years are wilderness and waste, 
" Corn none, nor oil, nor wine, nor flock, nor herd, 
^< Thou echo'st, as the scoffing strangers pass, 
<^ A bye-word, and a hissing, and reproach. 

" Dost thou not mark my words, my Son, my Son ? 
" Why rings thy harp ? why fixt thy look ? oh speak !" 
David reply'd not : O'er his gaze, in trance. 
Glowed visions, as the Minstrel's hurrying hand 
Swept inspiration from his prophet harp. 

** Rejoice ! rejoice, (the son of Jesse exclaim'd,) 
" 'Tis present. Lo ! the luminous vision clear! 
" The mystery, ere the birth of time, fore-doom'd. 
«* The Promise, hail'd afar, from age to age, 
<< By seer and prophet, beckoning into birth 
" The empires. Hark! their voice, which darkly spake 
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" Of trouble and vicissitudes on earth, 

" With change of kingdoms, clearly heralds forth 

<^ One realm, one nation, one eternal King, 

" Christ ! Heard ye not the voice of joy, the voice 

" As of a host, a multitude in heav'n ? 

" * Glory to God on high ! Peace, peace on earth Y 

" Rejoice, ye shepherds ! ye, who nightly keep 

" Your flock by Bethlehem ! Lo yon star ! Come forth, 

" Hail the desire of nations ! From the east 

" Come forth, ye Sages ! for th' expected birth 

" Prepare rich offerings ! Worship, earth ! thy Lord, 

" A babe within the manger. Give the King 

** Of glory entrance. Wherefore moura'd the priest ? 

" Why wept ye, who the former pomp beheld ? 

" Lift up your heads, ye gates! be ye lift up, 

" Ye everlasting doors ! and give the King 

" Of Glory entrance. Who goes forth in pow'r ? 

** All nature hears th' Omnipotent. Ye winds ! 

" Be still ! Thou, troubled ocean, sink to rest ! 

<^ Thou, sick, be heal'd! Thou, lame, stand up ! Thou, blind. 
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" Receive thy sight 1 Thou, in the grave, arise ! 
" Ye demons from the dispossest, confess 
" (God in the veil of flesh ! Oh, Son of Man, 
" Thy word is life eternal : Thou art life. 

" Spare me, afflicting visions ! spare my sight ! 
** Oh, burdened vjrith the sins of humankind, 
" What agony like thine ? Big drops of sweat 
" Fall from thy brow, like blood. Lo ! angels come 
" Administering ! Oh, thou art mock'd, yet dumb ; 
" Scourg'd, but without complaint. Ye know him not. 
" Abraham, your father, knew, and joy'd to see 
" His day. Lo this, the only Son of God : 
<* An offering, a free ransom for mankind. 
" I see the spotless Lamb whdm God provides, 

" An everlasting sacrifice. Tis done, 

" Justice and Mercy meet upon that cross. 

<^ He bows his head in death. Oh heav'n, and earth ! 

^^ Angel and man, bear witness of the God ! 

" Darkness above : Earth to its centre shakes ; 

** The graves are open'd, and the dead come forth. 
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" The veil is rent in twain. Salvation beams 
" Upon the heathen world. Thou, in the grave 
" Who slept'st without corruption, thou art ris'n 
** Victor of death. Heav'n opens— Thou art thron'd 
" Creator ! Judge ! Redeemer ! Thou art thron'd 
" On the right hand of God, eternal King!" 
He spake : and the prophetic vision clos'd. 
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PART II. BOOK III. 



JlIail, Jonathan and David ! 

Friendship, hail ! 
Hail, Friendship ! Sympathy of kindred minds! 
May I not dwell on thee, and sing thy powV, 
How soothing sweet ? Life, to each son of man. 
Throughout his mortal pilgrimage, presents 
The cup of good and evil. Thou hang'st o*er 
The chalice. Does pale woe bow down to taste? 
Sooth'd at thy sight, the tear, immixt with thine. 
Forgets its native bitterness. Does joy 
Press to his fervent lip the bowl ? Delight, 
So thou partake, overflows. Thrice blest, who finds 

u 
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In life's long pilgrimage, one well-belov'd, 

One, on whose breast, when worldly tempests beat. 

The brow may rest in peace ! One, from whose look. 

The soul, unbosoming its grief, draws out 

Sweet solace, ere the lip breathes lenient word ! 

Oh thou, whoe'er, thus blest ! * exalt thy voice : 
As erst o'er Jesse's son went up to heav'n 
The voice of Jonathan. And — ah ! — if death 
Has in the lone grave immaturely laid 
The soother of thy sorrow, yet, yet hold 
Communion with his spirit, and revere 
His memory ; as I now, revering thine. 
Mourn thee : who, whilome, in these pleasant shades, 
My native wood-lands wild, oft wont to join 
My musings, didst in converse sweet forget 
How twilight stole upon the summer eve. 
And darkness chas'd the twilight: till, at once. 
Suddenly pois'd above th' o'ershadowing wood 
That crowns the glade, the cloudless moon, full-orb'd. 
In broad illumination bright, shone forth. 
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As ify first seen, some glory new-create 
Came out to gladden nature. Many a moon 
Sithence has o'er me past : none without thought 
Of thee, lamented W - - ! on whom I muse 
With no unhallow'd sadness. Ever thus 
Be present ! so my spirit, taught of thine. 
May hymn in fitter strain Jehovah's praise ! 
It was as God had ordered. Not unseen 
Beneath the cave ; not secretly, by night. 
As in unhaliow'd act ; at solemn feast 
And sacrifice, th' appointed Seer pour'd forth 
Heav'n's consecration on the Shepherd's brow. 
And hail'd him Israel's King. 

Reit, Prophet, rest ! 
Thou hast fulfill'd thy mission ! 

Samuel dy'd. 
Loud was the lamentation : Tears unfeign'd 
At Ramah, o'er his tomb long time deplor'd 
Him, last of those, who righteous rul'd the land. 
Ere man sat thron'd in Israel. All deplor'd 
The Nazareen, to whose unmingled cup 
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The grape ne'er lent its flavor. Tears unfeign'd 

Wept him, a holy vessel, set apart 

An offering from the birth : yea, dedicate 

Ere yet the womb conceived. All spake of him. 

Who, yet a child, in peaceful slumber laid 

Fast by the altar of Jehovah, thrice 

Rose at celestial communing, in days 

When the Lord's word was precious, and no eye 

Saw open vision. At his voice, the brood 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth, abashed. 

Fled with their priests from Israel. At his call, 

On £ben-ezer's plain, celestial fire 

Consum'd the foe. Who, sole, the King withstood : 

The Prophet, sole. Whose arm, before him, slew^ 

Th' Amalekite : The Prophet, serving God. 

Rest, venerable Seer ! brow, hoar with age. 
Rest in the jleace, and sabbath of the tomb : 
Till, from the bonds of death, God call thee forth 
A spirit unfleshed, once more to rise on earth. 
And pour Heaven's judgment on thV unrighteous King. 

Where Jesse's son ? The minstrel's echoing cave. 
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Peopled of visions luminous, no more 
Rings to his harp. Full of the spirit of God, 
He, living image of " the branch'' to come, 
Wanders a lonely exile. Round his path 
The hireling murderer lurks: Sauls bowmen urge 
His restless flight. Who, from th' anointed brow. 
What arm wards ofl^ the blow ? Thine, heir of Saul ! 
Thine, Brother of his soul. On Ezels field 

■ 

Thou giv'st th' appointed signal, timely heard 
Forewarning. I behold thee issuing forth : 
Pale on thy way the day-star gleams. Thou stand'st 
Intent, thy bow stretch'd forth, and on its chord 
The shaft drawn back for flight. A stripling, near^ 
Bends watchful of the arrow, where it lights. 
Thrice beyond Ezel's stone thy arrow flies. 
Whose voice, but thine, far-heard, aloud exclaims 
<< Make speed, haste, stay not !'' On the stripling runs. 
And gathering up the arrows, one by one. 
Departs. £rc-long, from ambush where he lay. 
The son of Jesse comes. The Brothers meet 
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By stealth. The tear upon each other's neck 
Gives mournful greeting. 

" Wherefore/' David cries, 
" My lord, thus griev'd ? For this devoted head 
" Why thine in jeopardy ? A father's hate 
" Pursues thee. Who is David ? Better far 
" Here at thy feet thy servant perish, slain." 
Not thus the son of Saul : 

" Nay, God forbid ! 
" Ruler of Israel, chosen of the Lord I 
" The consecration of Jehovah rests 
<< On thee, th' anointed. Be thou hail'd of me. 
** And oh 1 remember him, whose tears, this day, 
** Whose tears by EzeFs solitary stone, 
<< Sole witness of our covenant and oath, 
<< Shall testify against thee ; if, not now, 
" Not only now, while haply yet I live, 
^< Thou manifest the kindness of the Lord : 
" But when thou reign'st in glory, when thy foes, 
<< Thy enemies, ail, are from the face of earth. 
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" Cut off : Qh be not then thy favor, Kingl 

" Kept from my house for ever. Hear, oh God, 

" Our vow ! Go thou in peace. With thee, the Lord ! 

" As once with Saul, my father 1'' David wept : 

Wept till his soul exceeded. O'er and o er. 

At Jonathan's entreaty, Jesse's son 

Renew'd the vow and covenant of love : 

Yea, o'er and o'er renew'd it. Dear the vow 

To Jonathan, who lov'd the anointed youth, 

E'en as his own soul, lov'd him. Thus, in tears 

They part, no more to meet. 

What refuge now 
For Jesse's son ? The desert den, 'mid wilds. 
Where the lone lioness hangs o'er her cubs 
Fierce-roaring : or steep mountain cave, or cliff. 
Where the eagle trusts her aery. " Then farewell, 
" (The exile cried,) my native land ! and ye ! 
" Ye, who beneath Jehovah's shadow rest, 
« Chosen of God ! To other realms I haste. 
<< Let ^chish triumph, and the walls of Gath 
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^ Shout, as her conqueror, like a wretch distraught, 
^< Bows down beaeath the Philistine. Farewell T 



David departs. Bleak roar'd the mountain blast. 
And the day clos'd in storm, what time, as wound 

# 

His steps along a narrow track, a pass 
Between the rocks, arm'd warriors on his course, 
Saul's band, were seen advancing: Guides, it seem'd. 
Of a close-following car. The dauntless youth 
Stood ; and with voice commanding, at whose shout 
Oft-time th' array of battle turn'd to flight. 
Bad, ^^ Halt."' On sudden, at that voice, so heard. 
Forth from the chariot rush'd a female form. 
Her tresses on the night-air wildly streamed : 
Tis Michal — his belov'd — hisjate espoused. 
She sinks upon his breast : <« Life of my life ! 
«< In whom my days are numbered I husband, lord I 
«< I, I have sought thee, long. We part no more ; 
" We never have been parted. In this heart 
« How glow'd thy living image 1 Oh, return f 
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" The gale of eve blows heavy, and chill floods 

" Stream down the rocks. Why dost thou, speechless, gaze? 

** Oh answer ! but, I pray, without rebuke : 

<< No word unkind ! chide not this long delay t 

" A father's curse hung o'er mc.*' David turn'd 

His head, and wept. — " Look on me. — Pale thy cheek. 

" Is it the gleam of the declining day, 

^« Or these bleak rocks that spread their umbrage round ? 

" Nay — ^Thou art wan. Much, thou hast suffered much. 

^^ But oh, return ! the Monarch woos thee back. 

«^ Again the battle threatens: and Saul's host 

«« Claim thee their leader. Chosen guards surround. 

" Fear not assault at mid-day, nor by night 

" The murderer's wile. Tlie eye of love shall watch, 

" And o'er thy slumber, pillow'd on my breast, 

<< The shadow of the night-rack shall not sweep 

** Unquestioned by.** . 

" Oh ! more than life belov'd ! 
David exclaim'd, ** Oh ! Thou, whom thus to leave 
" Is grief beyond the bitterness of death : 
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« By that pure vow which weds our souis, lift up 

* Thj voice to God, imploring at his throne 

« Strength, (for my spirit sinks,) yet to endure 

* This bitter trial. Do not tempt me more ; 

< Oh leave me ! urge no more thy fond request I 

* Return ! dark night descends. — Ills press on Saul. 
^ Return, and sooth hb anguish. Of my fate 

^ Forbear to seek. Farewell ! and oh with thee 
« Peace d well r 



He ceas'd, exhausted. But, ere yet 
His speech had reach'd its close, the wife withdrew 
Her fond embrace: then, falling at his feet, 
Implor'd ; " Be one our lot I no more I woo 
" Thee back. I ask not of thy future fate. 
" Grant me to sooth thy woe, or share thy grief, 
<^ And die upon thy bosom.'' David shook 
With horror : " Where I go, so God ordains, 
<< Hell reigns, and foul pollution. Shall thy foot, 
" Oh thou belov'd, there enter ?*' Spare ! oh spare 
The last farewell. He prest her pale mute lip : 



SAUL. 155 

« 

And as the car, in gloom of darkness, fled 
His aching sight, past on to Gath, alone. 

Thou! who inGath lone wander'st: Thou! whofalFst 
Prone at the foot of Achish : — Oh art thou, 
Man of unsightly mien, that chief renowned, 
Jehovah's champion ? Heir of want and woe. 
Art thou not such in very deed and truth, 
E'en as thy semblance : Man in form alone : 
Man, but devoid of all similitude 
And fashion of thy Maker ? One, in whom 
The gift and faculty divine of thought 
Have lost their usage ? No, thou art not such ; 
But underneath that piteous semblance loath'd, 
Wild laughter, speech incongruous, lip uncouth. 
The gift and faculty divine of thought. 
And excellence of soul, exalting man 
To angel, when his heart is fixt on God, 
Glow in thee : and th' immutable resolve 
To serve his will. Then what to thee, the taunt 
Of Gath's contemptuous multitude, and curse . 
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Of those, tV uncircumcis'd, whose vengeance ciry'd 

Aloud for blood ? Ere Achish spake the word, 

Stem Moloch's priest before the throne advanced : 

^< King ! when yon moon, whose crescent faintly gleams, 

^^ Reigns on heav'n's throne, fuU-orb'd, the following noon 

** Tis Moloch's yearly feast. The Hebrew chief 

<< Shall feed the flame of the altar." — Achish heard. 

From coast to coast 'twas spread : and, day by day. 
Till the slow moon her crescent fill'd with light. 
Thro' shouting Gath, stem Moloch's priests led forth 
The chief, who thousands, and ten thousands slew, 
Doom'd victim, with fiinerealchaplet wreathed. 

Sad and unseemly triumph ! He, the while, 
Rein'd in his soul : and, at the shout of blood, 
Look'd up, and breath'd mute pray'rs toGod, his trust. 

'Twas now the hallow'd eve : her feast ordained. 
The lunar deity, heav'n's empress^ higfat 
Astarte, or horn'd Ashtaroth, far-fam'd' 
Of heathen worshippers. There Moloch's pritets^ ' 
Led Israel's chief. Mid'oaks of antique gfowth^ ' 
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In the close circuit of a myrtle grove. 
That o'er the lawn a lighter shade diffused, 
Her temple rose. It crown'd the smooth ascent 
Of a green hill, and cast, at hour of eve, 
Its shadow o'er the sleepy water wide 
Of a clear lake : the consecrated haunt 
Of fowls and finny multitudes. Beneath 
The myrtle grove, bow'rs of inwqven shade 
Bloom'd, odoriferous foliage. There the rose. 
The jasmine, and the lily, flourished fair : 
And vines, and wanton eglantines, entwin'd 
Their wedded tendrils. Nor the perfum'd breath 
Of orange bloom, or Gilead's fragrance fail'd : 
Nor ought in leaf or painted flowV, whose hues 
Embroider earth. At every arbour, serv'd 
Boys and fair girls, that round an altar, heap'd, 
Not without hymn of youth, and joy and love. 
The treasures of the Orient, spice and gum, 
And nard delicious : so that every gale 
Fanned odours, and the general air, around, 
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Seem'd burdened with voluptuous languor sweet.. 
The birds there sweetly sang ; and murmuring doves. 
That round the sculptured frieze their cradles hung» 
Coo'd on the temples golden brow. Before 
Its porch a curtain fell, embroidered web 
Of Tyre. In midst, a mystic orb, inwrought. 
Half-sun, haif-raoon. Its broad circumference hung 
Pois'd, where a wavy shadow ran athwart, 
Severing the veil in twain. The upper limb. 
And all above, as by its light illum'd, 
Blaz'd in the radiance bright of burnished gold. 
All forms of life there gathered, and each form 
Glow'd, full of life. The eagle soar'd aloft 
On balanced wing: the steed, in stretch of race: 
The kid danc'd wanton on fresh-springing flow'rs : 
The green tree budded, and the bright rill flowed. 
Midst these, in bloom of beauty, from the shades 
Thammuz ascendant In his hand, a spear 
Pois'd, ere yet lanc'd. O'er him, in air, suspense, 
A goddess hung, and in his lips inbreath'd 
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The spirit of life and love. Above, appeared 

Gods, gay at feast. The lower limb, and all 

Beneath its influence, seem'd with night o'ercast : 

If night that may be nam'd, wherein each form 

In silver wrought, shone plainly vision'd forth : 

But pale in the comparison of gold. 

All shone : but 'twas the shining of the moon, 

Faint image of the sun. Each figure bore 

Similitude of languor and decay. 

There, Humankind sunk down in senseless swoon. 

Half-life, half-death. On the herbless plain, the steed 

Lay panting. There, the kid, in act to fall. 

Hung o'er the sere flowV, withering 'neath his foot. 

The eagle elos'd his eye, and folded in 

Each feather smooth : low cowYd his crest, and gleams 

Soft flowed along his glossy back, upraised 

In heave of slumber. There, the leafless tree 

Droop'd ; and what water seem'd, stood icy still. 

In midst of these, Sidonian skill had wrought 

The form of Thammuz, bending o'er his wound. 
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Whence the large life-drops struggled. At his feet 
A bow was broken, and its shaft in twain. 
Near him a boar his blood-stain'd tusk upraised. 
There bent the form of Tbammuz : but, below. 
His spirit, like a shadow, gliding on 
In guidance of a minister of death. 
With ringlets shorn, and torch extinct, sank down 
To Hades, and the unembodied shades^ 

Such was the mystic veil, that hid from view 
Astarte, and her rites. Without, in choirs, 
Fair youths, of either sex, in light robes loose. 
Cerulean dye, with golden stars bedropt. 
Their brows with myrtle garlanded, came on 
In dance to dulcet flutes: or, where the bow'rs 
Woo'd them, withdrew. Some on the mystic web 
Intently gaz'd : ere clang of cymbals spake 
HeavVs empress radiant on her zenith throne. 
What time the veil uplifted should expose 
In full illumination, amid blaze 
Of lamps, and flame of torches, sparkling wide, 
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And fires, like suns, irradiate round her shrine. 

Making the mid-night brighter than noon-day. 

The secret mysteries of Astarte's rites 

In act of celebration. On, thro' these. 

Perforce, the Hebrew past. Oft, to his gaze. 

Idolatrous Oath, in mockery of God, 

Had lifted up her deities : hom'd front 

Of bull, or ram, beakt bird, and scaly coat : 

And many a monstVous image, mixture vile 

Of uncongenial natures : Dagon foul, 

Derceto, and Atargatis : and some 

Of loathsome birth, that to their shapes abhorred 

Challenged the glory of th' eternal God 

Th' invisible : the kind that crept, or crawFd, 

And the winged generation of the sun, 

Breath'd up in pestilence from marsh and fen : 

And the webb'd foot that haunts both land and flood, 

Terror alike of both. To each, its shrine 

And worshipper : to creatures of all kinds 

Rites, prayV, and praise. To thee. Creator ! none. 
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But in this grove no idol met his gaze : 
Sight fouler far, the living image of God, 
In man abused. 

Th' expected mom arose : 
Twas Moloch's yearly festival. It rose. 
Wide usher'd in with yells, and barbarous noise 
Of music dissonant : shrill blast of conch, 
And intonations deep of drum, and gong^ 
Whose echo fell like thunder on the ear ; 
Fit prelude for fiend sacrifice. At sound, 
Th' idolaters msh'd tumultuous on, to gaze. 
Permitted, on that fane, (for many his,) 
Which, save at yearly festival, no foot 
But Moloch's priesthood, enter'd. Nigh that spot. 
Tree none, nor herb : the genial poVr exhaust 
And waste witli flame, that ever and avion 
Burst Up mid baleful exhalations. Clouds 
LowYd o'er it. Nor aught living there approached, 
Save, at due time of festival, fell birds. 
And beasts of the far wilderness, allur'd 
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By scent of recent slaughter. The huge fane 
ToVr'd like a mountain, darkly compast round 
With fragments of bold rocks, in days unknown 
HurFd from their base by elemental rage. 
Its portal, structure huge, of stones unhewn 
Immense. On either side an image towVd, 
By dint of labour from the rock shap'd out. 
And of the rock still part : of many heads ; 
Stem each ; and many-handed ; and each hand 
Wielding a weapon of death, spear, or barbed shaft. 
Huge axe, or two-edg'd falchion. Thro' this gate 
The city rush'd. Its sanctuary .within. 
Of depth and circuit vast, where many a cell 
Wound here and there. The whole thick-labour'd o'er. 
Its roof, and rugged sides, rock-6Culpture all. 
With monstrous forms gigantic. These, aloft, 
Stood arm'd in menacing posture. One, more vast, 
At rest, in peacefiil attitude recUn'd : 
His loins a sculptured dragon had enring'd 
With folds voluminous, and round his brow 
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Coird, guarding, triple-crested ; and did seem 
To lick with those its forked and fiery tongues. 
The eyelid of the god, in slumber clos'd. 
No beam of day there entered : central fires, 
Tho' fierce, scarce broke the gloom : so thickly rose 
Throughout, like trunks of antique oaks, the bulk 
Of massive columns, and mis-shapen forms 
Of the gigantic images, that cast 
Deep shade, like midnight, resting on the cave. 
And ever, as the wavering flames, by fits 
Gleam'd transient, other shapes, and other shades 
Shot forth, confus'dly ; that the eye ne'er found 
Repose, nor wonder ceas'd, with fear immixt. 

Twas now the hour of noon : on either side 
Rang'd in the cave, the nation stood : awe there. 
And shuddering expectation. From without. 
Like break of billows, as the flood rolls on, 
The sound of the procession, more and more 
Sweird. The shrill conch blew loud, and loud the gong 
Flung wide its thunder : and fierce yellings heard 
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Of the stem priesthood : and the deep lament 
Of women wailing, and incessant cry 
Of those, the innocent and helpless babes, 
Devote to Moloch. — ^Thus the gathered pomp 
Drew nigh, where fierce the torches cast their glare 
At entrance, as the long array wound in. 

Foremost advanced, scarce habited, a throng. 
That at the altar fed : infuriate men 
They seem'd, who tore their hair, and beat their breasts. 
Fierce yelling. Then, the captives : chosen chiefs 
From battle-slaughter sav'd. Their limbs were chained. 
By these, the Gathite warriors, in bright mail 
Proudly accoutred. Each, in triumph, led 
A slow and sullen victim. Next, the priests, 
A multitude, who, panting, drag'd along 
With labour, heavily, an iron car. 
Lofty, and large, and long. There Moloch's form 
TowVd up, in the similitude of man, 
A molten statue; but of height and bulk 
Vast beyond Anac's brotherhood. The god. 
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Like warrior maird, seem'd stepping forth for fight 

His right hand grasp'd a battle-axe : his left 

A shield advanced : and where the warrior s helm 

Circled his brow, a golden diadem shone^ 

With rays like mimic sun-beams. Grim the god 

With blood of ancient sacrifice, and foul 

With fire, that, as the car rolFd slowly on. 

From time to time shot largely from within. 

Thro' either nostril, flames ; and firom each point 

Of that its sun-like diadem. Around 

The god, writh'd shrieking infants, doom'd to feed 

The sacrificial fire. Alone, in front. 

Stood David : whom before, with hymn and shout. 

Selected ministers, in mystic dance, 

Mov'd, circling, like the planets in their course. 

Some, giddily in mazes, as they whirFd, 

Deep gash'd with frequent stab their flesh, and drank 

The dark blood as it spouted from the wound. 

Some, in their grasp, large bulk of writhing snakes 

Held, front to front, and fearless of their fang, 
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Ceas'd not devouring piecemeal. Moloch, thus. 
O'er limbs of mangled victims, self-devote, 
Prone-writhing underneath the ponderous wheels, 
Past thro' the porch. At once one shout burst up 
Of adoration. Silence deep ensu'd. 

The Son of Jesse, then, with other mien 
Than one of reason reft, and prophet voice 
Terrific, cry'd aloud, " Jehovah I hear ! 
« Thou, living God I Sole Lord of heav'n and earth, 
" Hear and avenge V In thunder, God reply'd. 
The mountain bow'd, the rent rocks burst, the cave 
Beneath the staggering throng reeFd to and fro: 
The sacrificial fires were darkened all : 
The idol, dash'd in pieces, on the flint 
Fell, thundering. Madness sei^d the minist'ring priests ; 
And, as the cave with yell of demons rang. 
Frenzy and death, throughout, the Hebrew past. 
Lone, and unhurt, from Gath's devoted walls. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Proem.— The Meeting of Saul and David at Engeddi. — Saul causes Ahimelech 
and all his house, priests of the Lord, to be slain. — ^Tbe Philistines in great force 
encamp nigh Gilboa. — Saul enquires of the Witch at Endor. — ^The Israelites 
defeated.— Saul perishes, self-slain, on Gilboa. — David laments over Saul and 
Jonathan : is crowned at Hebron : defeats hb enemies.~-Conclusion. 
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PART II. BOOK IV. 



JVIuseM have found thy commerce passing sweet! 

When Zephyr, breathing on fair April, prank'd 
With flowVets wild her tresses, gemm'd with dew 
Of roseate morn, how gladly, wound my lay 
Mid living melodies; while bush and bowV, 
Feather'd with painted choristers, shook out 
Perpetual trill of pleasure : and, unseen. 
In leafy shade, the bird> spring's harbinger. 
Her loud loud note renewed : that, o'er and o'er 
Heard, still the same, an echo of itself. 
From daybreak to the silence of the groves 
Holds on : lisif her voice alone had pow'c 
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To chase dark winter, and elicit forth 
Yon Sun, and bid him roll his golden orb 
In glory, thro' the azure realm of heav'n. 

How oft, when Autumn, in the bleak gale rent 
His robe, all colours, as the last leaves sere 
Fell, have I lingering bad with thee the year 
Farewell ! and with enchanted gaze pursued 
The broad illuminations, and deep shades. 
That chas'd each other o'er the champaign wide ; 
And striking in their stretch of speed, the woods 
And high hill tops, brought out, like magic, change 
Of momentary scenes.— My lay, ere long, 
Will cease ! I pause upon the closing strain. 
A little while, and ye, fair visions pure, 
That people the wild solitude, and make 
The pathless woodlands echo with my song, 
Will cease your inspiration ! Haunts of peace ! 
Where underneath, the hush'd winds murmuring, 
I wont thro' leafy labyrinths to wind 
The summer day, and shape, as fancy prompts. 
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My tuneful meditations : witness, ye I 
Wild solitudes ! thou forest's sun-fed glade. 
Dark grove, and bushy dingle, where the bird 
Pipes to my early wandering : and thou, pool. 
O'er whose smooth mirror clear, the lonely oak 
Bows his dark-imag'd branches : witness ye ! 
Lov'd haunts ! that heard my song of other years : 
Whether I swept the chords high-pitch'd to strain 
Heroical, when Britain's chief appall'd 

Th' Invader, and on .^Igypt's sea of blood, 
Like an avenging angel, rode in fire : 

Or, lapt in dreams of faery, I wove 

Light lays of elfine loom : or fondly strove 

To modulate the Mantuan reed : or hail'd 

The Muse of Athens, when Orestes rose 

Before my trance : bear witness, haunts of peace ! 

How more delightful far than all that fed 

My youthful melodies, this theme divine 

Which thrills my awe-struck spirit ; while I muse 

On God, and mighty miracles, and thee. 



174 SAUL. 

Thee, Word creative ! who, of David s seed, 
From age to age» by prophet and rapt seer 
Foretold, free ransom, in the veil of flesh 
Cam'st from eternal glory, to redeem 
The world by death ; and, reascending, raise 
Man to divine beatitude. — Yet hear. 
Celestial Guide ! and o'er my closing strain 
Vouchsafe thy inspiration, not unsought 1 

Lo ! in his native realm, led forth by Heav'n, 
The Son of Jesse ! Hark ! the loud acclaim 
Of warriors, arm'd, encompassing around 
Hails him their chief, th' anointed. Shall I tell 
Their hardihood, and valorous deeds achieved. 
For David's sake ? Shall I at large relate 
The guidance, and strict mastery of his soul, 
Tempering th' adventurous and blood-^thirsty man 
To gentle rule subservient, and just fear . 
Of God ? Enough, his spirit dwelt in all : 
His life their great ensample. They deep felt 
The strength and sway of his o'erpow'ring mind. 
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Master of passion : they, the mightiest three. 

His chosen chiefs, who brake the hostile bands, 

The Philistines, at Rephaim, and brought 

In triumph to his longing lip, the draught 

Fresh drawn from Bethlehem's well, his native fount. 

O'er the pure wave the wanderer bow'd his head. 

Eager, in act to drink, when troublous thoughts 

Of those who jeoparded their lives for him 

Rush'd o'er his spirit. In his sight, each drop 

Seem'd with fresh slaughter stain'd. The righteous man 

Drew back, and poured th' untasted cup on earth. 

An offering unto God. 

Thus David vuYd 
Forbearing. His brave warriors, firm of faith, 
A brotherhood in arms, 'mid woe and want. 
On him repos'd. Whether AduUam's cave 
First sheltered, or lone Hareth's shade conceaFd, 
Or Keilah knew his valour, when the Lord 
There smote the Philistines : or when his strength 
Found in the wilderness of Ziph abode. 
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Or ^mid the rocks of Maon, or thjr cliffs, 
Engeddi ! Hail Engeddi ! Be thy cave 
Forgotten never ; still may Time record, 
How, in the strong temptation of his soul. 
There David greatly triumphed. 

Day and night 
Th' infuriate King, with multitude in arms. 
Spearmen, and chariots, and keen archers bold. 
Had traced the Wanderer's flight, and now had pitch'd 
His host around Engeddi. David rose 
At midnight, from the cavern of the rock. 
His spirit fix'd on Heaven. All breath'd peace ; 
A sweet and solemn silence reign'd around ; 
The night-breeze ceas'd to murmur : the still moon 
Unclouded, lay upon the mountain tops 
like sleep. No sound was audible of earth. 
Save gentle lapse of rivulet, or fall 
Of distant floods, whose echoes, dying off, 
Serv'd but to lull the listener to repose. 
Sooth'd by the stillness, Jesse's Son again 
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Knew sense of peace. In song of praise, his voice 
Went up to Heav'n. It ceas'd: on all around 
He cast a look of love. Beneath him, lo 1 
Saul, and his tented multitude. The plain 
Seem'd one vast camp ; yet none there duly pac'd 
On watch, nor challenge heard from tent to tent. 

David descends. Bold Abishai guards 
His step. Through many a rank of warriors arm'd, 
They past, and chariots in due station rang'd. 
They past the trench within whose circuit tow Yd 
A proud pavilion : round it, bands select, 
Abner their head. On all deep slumber lay. 
They entered : and at entrance, full the moon 
Fell on SauFs face. O'er him, suspended, shone 
His battle spear. Stern Abishai seiz'd 
The weapon, and now forward bow'd, in act 
To slay the King, when David from his grasp 
Wrench'd it. Not thus repuls'd, the Chief exclaim'd, 
<< The Lord hath laid this slumber on his brow : 
<^ Let me, I pray thee, smite him with the spear, 

A a 
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« E'en to the earth at once. So perish Saul ! 

" Thou ! reign, on Judah's throne ! This is the day, 

" This is th' appointed day, whereof the Lord 

" Made mention : * In thy hand I give thy foes-' 

" Retire ! and to thy foot, thy servant, brings 

" The head of Saul. Not on thy hand the blood ! 

" Retire, oh King I " The warrior now came near 

To lead him from the tent : but Jesse's Son 

Drew back, and gaz'd on that devoted man : 

And, as he view'd each feature, still, compos 'd. 

The trouble of his mind all laid to rest 

In that celestial visitation, awe 

Came o'er him, and his soul on God repos'd. 

" Touch not the Lord's anointed ! Tempter, hence ! 

" Away ! " Then David to the Monarch's couch 

Drew nigh, and bowing, kiss'd his placid brow. 

" Peace on thy bead ! " From slumber Saul awoke, 

Rose, and before him saw a chieftain arm'd. 

And in his grasp that spear, his sole defence. 

" Who art thou f Com'st thou, Traitor ! to destroy 
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" The Lord's anointed ? " Hence ! But Jesse's Son 
Again bow'd down submissive : " Lord and King 1 
" Not to destroy, to save thy hallow'd head 
" Thy servant came. Lo David, Jesse's son." 
He spake, and at his foot before him laid 
The spear. The King appeas'd, look'd gracious down, 
llien David : " Oh, my lord I why hast thou sought 
My life? why still pursued me, claiming blood? 
Jehovah judge between the King and me. 
If evil and transgression in my hand> 
So may thy servant perish ! if the Lord 
'* Hath stirr'd thee up, thou, God, my blood accept! 
But if the sons of men, light on their head 
The vengeance ; those, whose rage has drir'n me forth 
From out the Lord's inheritance, and said, 
' Go I in a stranger land, serve other Gods ! ' 
Let not my blood &U on the earth, oh King t 




Before the face of God." 



Saul on his neck 



Bow'd, weeping. " I have sinn'd, my son ! have sinn' 
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<< Exceedingly : more righteous thou, than I 

<< Return, my son ! for that my life, this day, 

** Was precious in thy sight, I will no more 

" Seek thee in wrath. I know thou wilt prevail : 

<^ I know thee, King anointed, Israel's King. 

" On thee, and on thy race th' eternal crown. 

" Son I I have err'd, forgive me. Peace, henceforth, 

" For ever : peace between thy house, and mine I " 

So David went rejoicing. Never more. 
In peace, they meet. No more that gentle voice 
Submissive, or resistless sway of harp. 
Shall chase the troublous demon. 

Israel's King 
Again defies th' Omnipotent. The hand 
Of servile Doeg, at SauFs bidding, slays 
The blameless priest^ who, at the voice of God, 
To David, to Jehovah's champion, gave 
Goliah's sacred sword. The blameless priest 
Lies slain, with all his house ; and waste, with flame. 
The hallow'd city. Swift destruction bursts 
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On Saul. It cries to Heav'n, the city of God, 
From its foundations raz'd. They cry to Heav'n, 
Its dwellers, smitten with Saul's merciless sword, 
Woman and man, and suckling, yea the ox, 
The ass, and sheep, all smitten of the sword. 
By the fell Edomite, at word of Saul, 
Slain all : Ahimelech, and all his house, . 
The priesthood, who before the altar wore 
The ephod, and of God enquiry made. 

Roused at Jehovah's call, innumerous foes 
'Gainst Israel gather. Fear confounds the realm. 
On Shunem pitch'd the PhiHslines ; and Saul 
Camp'd on Gilboa. Thence, the King beheld 
Th' array stretch'd out for battle : host on host 
Innumerous. Tribulation fill'd his soul. 
Where shall the King enquiry make ? By dream, 
By Prophet, or by Urim : to his cry 
God deign'd not answer. 

<< Hence, and search the land 1 
«< Go ye, and search the land ; if yet be found 
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^ Woman^ whose call familiar spirits obey, 
^ Of such shall Saul enquire/' 

Forth from the campt 
At midnight, from Gilboa, in deep gloom. 
Who speeds his lonely way ? Thou, oh ! art thou. 
The Leader of the Hebrew battle ? Thou, 
Ruler of Israel, thou the nation's Judge ; 
Who, darkly in disguise, at noon of night, 
Seek'st Endor^s haunted cave ? No city near 
ToVr'd up, nor habitation of mankind. 
Saul from their dwelling had of old cut off 
The sorceress and the wizard, who divin'd 
By the familiar spirit. So, her haunt 
In loneliness, a melancholy spot,- 
Fit residence for one of God accurst. 
Was far within a cave, a rifled chasm. 
Upon a bleak and blasted heath : by none 
Crost, save of murderers : or vext men, like Saul, 
Abandoned of their Maker. Sad and slow, 
Down the deep cavern of the low-hung rock. 
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Saul winds. The pale torch, trembling in his grasp^ 
Gleams, where his slippery step scarce footing kept : 
Abyss profound, or stagnate pool, beneath. 
Dimm'd by the foul and prison'd air, the torch, 
like sullen embers of a dying fire. 
Burnt rayless, and but served to expose the depth 
And horrour of the darkness. On his path. 
At entrance, ominous, the screech-owl shriek'd : 
And heavily round the torch, importunate bats 
Flapp'd their dull flight : and things, with menacing hiss 
Writh'd by, unseen. And, onward as he past. 
Large drops, long lingering, from the rock roof feiU 
Thick on his brow, chill as the damp of death. 
Behold them, front to front, accursed both, 
Saul, and the Sorceress. Her inquisitive gaze 
Glaf'd on him : and his eye-lid gradual sunk 
Beneath her searching. Half resolv'd, the King 
Spake : 

«« I entreat thee, at my pray'r, divine 
^< By the familiar spirit, and bring up 
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" Him, whom I name/' — 

" Thou know'st : what need to tell ? 
^ How from the living land Saul has cut off 
^^ Such as I am. Com'st thou to snare my life ?" 

Each word the Sorceress spake, fell on Saul's heart. 
At length : ^^ So thou consent, and whom I name 
" Bring up, I swear, witness the Lord ! for this, 
" Vengeance shall not overtake thee." 

" Name the man.'' 
*« Samuel, the Prophet." 

And the Prophet rose. 
The Sorceress, at his rising, with loud cry 
Shriek'd out, " Thou hast deceiv'd me : thou art Saul." 
" Fear not ; declare^ what view'st thou ?" 

«* I behold 
*< Gods out of earth ascending." 

" What the form.?" 
" The form of one in years comes up, with veil 
« O'ermanUed " 

Saul perceiv'd.it was the Seer, 
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StoopM, and low bow'd his forehead to the ground. 
<< Why hast thou thus disquieted, and brought 

" My spirit from its rest ? " 

Saul answering said, 
«* Oh, I am sore distrest. Philistia's host 
<« Gathers against me. Terror fills the realm, 
^< God is departed from me, nor vouchsafes 
" Answer by dream or Prophet. Therefore, Seer, 
" Thus, I have calFd on thee. 

" Wherefore on me, 
<< If God is clean departed, and become 
" Thy foe? What God by me foretold, is done, 
" Thy kingdom from thee rent. In David's rule 
^^ Thy sceptre. For that thou, oh man, didst scorn 
<< Obedience to Jehovah, thee, and thine, 
<< And Israel's army, into hostile hands 
*< God has delivered. Yea, to-morrow, Saul, 
^^ Thy sons and thou, all, from the living land 
<< Pass off! '' He spake, and vanished. Saul on earth 
Fell prone. 

Bb 
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Hark I hark, again the trumpet brays. 
Away ! away ! Gilboa rings with war. 

Where is the King of Israel ? Lo I his sons 
In armour. Israel's host demand their King. 

Saul comes, equipt for slaughter. What to him 
Yon foes, their multitude, and mail'd array ? 
The trouble of the demon drives him forth- 

Dire visions multiply : the city of God 
TowVs from the dust ; again it flames : it falls. 
The Priesthood hft their pleading hands to Heav'n, 
And wave the gory ephod, and groan o'er 
Their altars, fuming fresh with human blood. 

Saul rushes 'mid the battle: slaughter round. 
Terror and fell destruction. Israel flies. 
Thy mountains, curst Gilboa 1 stream with blood. 
Around their King and sire, his valiant sons 
Fight, fall, and perish. Lo ! the Monarch, lone, 
Pierc'd with sore wounds, the javelin in his flesh, 
Looks round : and as the battle rolls away. 
Firm-fixing on Gilboa's brow his sword. 
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Self-slaiD, expires. His corse on Beth-shan bangs : 
Fell Ashtaroth overlooks his votive mail. 

Thus perish'd Saul, in his transgression slain. 
Yet not the vaunting host, the PhiUstine 
At Beth-shan, long time triumphs. Onward went 
From Jabesh-Gilead, from their night-watch past 
The warriors, and brought back th' unburied bones. 
With sacred fire consumed them, and beneath 
The oak, at Jabesh, holilj inhum'd. 

Bow'd o'er the grave, the Son of Jesse strikes 
The harp of woe, as Judah's virgin choir 
Take up his lamentation. 

" Israel's pride 
" Lies in her lofty places. How are falFn ! 
" How are the mighty fallen ! Not in Gath, 
<< Not in the streets of Ascalon, proclaim 
" Our sorrow, lest the Philistines rejoice, 
" The daughters of th' uncircumcis'd exult. 

" Ne'er on thy mount, Gilboa, drop the rain ; 
" Ne'er fall the dew ! No flocks that browse thy height 
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" Yield grateful offerings ! there the warrior's shield 
" Was vilely cast away : the shield of Saul, 
** As tho' his brow knew not th' anointing oil. 

" The bow of Jonathan, the sword of Saul, 
<* Turned not unsated from the field of blood. 
"Their lives were lovely, nor in death they lay 
" Divided. Swifter than the eagle's flight 
" Their course : their onset like the lion's wrath. 

" Daughters of Israel 1 weep o'er Saul. His spoil 
" Rob'd you in crimson ; and your vesture wrought 
" With ornaments of gold. How are they fall'n, 
" The mighty ! In the midst of war thou bled'st, 
" Oh Jonathan ! for thee my heart is griev'd, 
" My brother! for thy soul was knit to mine. 
" Thy love to me was wonderful : yea, more, 
" More than the love of women. How are fall'n I 
" How are the mighty fallen I how destroy'd ! 
" How are the weapons of the war destroy'd I" 
Psalmist of Israel 1 such thy soqg of woe. 
Echoed by virgin choirs. Far other song 
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Resounds : the shouting of the voice of joy. 
And wide acclaim, as Judah's gathered Tribes 
Haird thee, " The Lord's Anomted,'* crown'd with poVr 
On Hebron's throne. The sceptre in thy sway 
Is righteousness : and terrible thy wrath, 
Avenger of the realm. God bids thee forth. 
Thy might resistless like a raging flood 
Pour'd out, at Baal-Perrizim, overwhelms 
The Philistines. Where camp'd their pride, the smoke 
Mounts from their idols vanishing in flame. 
Again their armies o'er Rephaim spread. 
Thy right-hand stay'd its vengeance, till the Lord 
In wrath before thee went, filling their host 
With fear. Thou heard'st the chariot that bore on 
Th' Omnipotent, upon the high-wood top. 
In tempest, like the voice of mighty winds. 
The Philistines, they heard it ; and, while yet 
The sound roar'd in the branches, as they sway'd, 
God, by thy hand, their multitude laid low 
From Gibeon unto G^zer. 
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Thus the Lord 
From land to land, throughout the regions, spread 
The fame of his anointed : — and his fear 



Fell on all nations. 



Man ! obey thy God ! 



FINIS. 
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